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the Treasury, which shall not in any event exceed 
one per cent., and not in any event exceed fhe ex- 
pense of coinage at the Mint. The Secretary is | 
not bound to charge the maximum; the discretion 

wasgiven, that hemight, from time to time, regulate 
the charge with proper judgment and discretion, so || 
as to inflict no improper injury upon the country. 
The question now is, shall this Government be 
required to expend millions of dollars annually in 
establishing and keeping up these Mints for the 
benefit of bullion dealers? The expense of the | 
various Mints we have now is not much less than | 
three quarters of a million of dollars; and if you | 
establish the California Mint, and the New York || 
Mint, you will have upwards of a million of dol- 
lars to pay annually to keep up your system of 
Mints. And is it right that the people should be 
taxed to that extent for the purp@e of protecting 
any one interest over any other? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) | 
I believe there is No doubt about the fact that this 
business of coinage is one which belongs exclu- | 
sively to the Government. Why, Lask, is it that 
the Government should be paid for performing 
this duty of stamping the currency of the people, 
any more than for performing any other constitu- 
tional duty ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Inanswering the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Stanton,] I will say what 
| was going to say at first. It is said the Gov- | 
ernment has this monopoly under the Constitu- | 
tion. Why isthat? It is not because the Gov- 
ernment profits from it. But it is that the Gov- 
ernment may protect the people against plunder 
by a hundred different kinds of coins—coins of | 
various devices and values. 

But I have not answered the gentleman’s ques- 
tion. I say the Government of the United States 
is as much bound to protect the manufacture of 
one thing as of another, and if we are bound to | 
put gold in a condition to be used, the Govern- | 
ment has the same obligation resting upon it, to | 
put the cotton of the cotton-grower, the tobacco 
of the tobacco-grower, the rice of the rice-grower, | 
in a condition to be used in market. Gentlemen 
say the Government does not require you to bale 
your cotton. True enough. Nor does it require 
the bullion holder to coin his bullion. I am will- | 
ing to give Mints, as far as my vote goes, to any | 

oint where the interest of the people demands a || 
Mint, upon the principle that, after the Govern- 
ment builds them, they shall sustain themselves 
by a tax on coinage; upon no oer principle will | 
1 vote for additional Mints. If you require the 
Government to sustain them, then I say the one 
at Philadelphia, and the one at New Orleans will 
coin promptly double the quantity of bullion ever 
brought to this country; and it is as little as the 
owner of it should expect, that he should carry it 
to the Mints already in operation. The Govern- 
ment is not profited by them; and certainly, as 
they can do double the coinage required, it should | 
be called on to establish no more, unless upon the 
principle that they will sustain themselves, as pro- 
posed in this bill. The charge for coinage, con- 
tained in this bill, is not one per cent., but, as I 
have said, is discretionary with the Secretary of 
the Treasury. A bill passed the Senate unahi- 
mously, after weeks’ discussion, containing this 
same principle. They must be much less intelli- 

ent than gentlemen of this House, very remiss 
in the discharge of their duties, or the gentlemen | 
here from New York must be mistaken; this | 
House must determine which. | 





Mr. DEAN. Will the gentleman answer me 
one question? I want to know whether this seign- 
iorage is applied to al] the Mints in the country? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir; every one of them. 
The provision is applicable to the Mint of the Uni- 
ted States and all its branches. The Government 
is to receive what is charged, and to receive it for 
the purpose of defraying the expense of coinage. 

r. DEAN, Then I understand that the Gov- | 


i 
} 


and preventing anybody else from going into it, is 
going to tax the gold producer? 
r. HOUSTON. I do not cargjow the gen- 
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| 
. . | 
ernment, for dssuming this monopoly of coinage, | 


eee 


| tleman understands it. 
| ingly if l were responsible in any degree for his 
understanding. 


down. } 
object to the gentleman’s withdrawing his motion. 


the gold of the country. 
journ. 


I should regret exceed- 


{Laughter.] 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. The honor- 


able chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
| Means stated that it was the intention that this 
| bill should supersede the charges already made for 
refining gold brought to the Mint in bullion under 
the act of 1800. 
this bill read. 


I should like to hear that part of 


[Cries of ** Order !’’ ** Order!’ ** Order !’’} 
Mr. HOUSTON. That is the intention. I 


would like to discuss this question fully, but I will 
not further interfere with the bill. 
occasion was to controvert what I regard as im- 
|; proper statements. 
commit the bill. 


My aim on this 
I withdraw the motion to re- 


The SPEAKER. 


The motion can only be 


| withdrawn by unanimous consent. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the main 


question been ordered ? 


TheSPEAKER. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


It has. 
The bill ought to be voted 
It affects the currency of the country. I 


The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Houston, to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and it was notagreed 
to 


Mr. TOOMBS. We had better look at that 


bill; and I therefore move that the House adjourn. 


The question was put upon the motion to ad- 


journ, and, upon a division, there were—ayes 39, 
| noes 51. 


[Cries of ** No quorum!” ** No quorum !’’] 
The SPEAKER, (Mr. Srvarr temporarily oc- 


cupying the chair.) The House refuses to ad- 
journ,. 


The amendment then recurred upon the first 


amendment proposed by the Committee on Ways 
and Means, which was read by the Clerk as fol- 
lows: 


** Page 1. Strike out the word ‘temporary,’ in 8th line, 


and insert, in lieu thereof, the word ‘ suitable.’ ”’ 


The question being taken, the amendment was 


agreed to. 


Mr. EVANS. Thereis no objection to the Cal- 
ifornia Mint bill, but we do not want to trouble 
I move the House ad- 


The question was put upon the motion to ad- 


journ, and there were, upon a division—ayes 45, 


noes 67. . 
[Cries of ‘* No quorum !”’ ** No quorum !”’] 
Mr. EVANS. Irise toa pointof order. The 


business of the House cannot be proceeded with, 


| inasmuch asa oon is not present. 


The SPEAKER, (Mr. Srvarr in the chair.) 


|| The gentleman raises the question of order, that 


inasmuch as no quorum votes, the House cannot 
proceed with business. The Chair thinks the 


|| gentleman is correct in his pointof order; but also 


thinks that, in point of fact, there is a quorum in 
the House, and hopes measures will be taken to 
ascertain that fact. 

Mr. FOWLER demanded tellers; which were 


ordered; and Messrs. Sranrton, of Tennessee, and | 


Appueton, of Maine, were appointed. 

The question was again taken upon the motion 
to adjourn, and the tellers reported—ayes 33, noes 
72. Noquorum voting. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. 
House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is not in order to move 
a call of the House after the call for the previous 
question has been sustained. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 
The main question has been ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. 
the Chair thinks there is in fact one in the hall. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Itiscompetent for the Speaker, 


I move a call of the 


by any means he may resolve upon, to ascertain | 


whether a quorum is present, though one has not 
voted, and it may not be in order to movea call of 
the House. 


The SPEAKER. Taking the vote upon this 


No quorum has voted, but | 


questions by yeas and nays, would test the fact 
whether there is a quorum in the House or mot. 

Mr. CLEVELAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. ; 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to adjourn, and it was disagreed to—yeas 42, nays 
80. So the House refused to adjourn. : 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California. I merely 
wish to state, on behalf of myself and colleague, 
[Mr. McCorgze,] who are more, perh ips, than 
any other members, interested in this question, 
that we want the question taken upon the amend 
ment so as to secure the action of the House upon 
the bill at its next meeting. We are, of course, 
as everybody upon a moment’s reflection would 
see, opposed tothis amendment. We are willing 
it should be voted out—in fact, anxious it should 
be. We hope the House will take that much ac- 
tion upon it, soas to secure the bill before the 
House the next time it meets. @ 

[Cries of **Question!’’ ** Question !’’] 

The question was then taken upon the following 
amendments proposed ly the Committeeon Way ; 


i I % 7 
and Means, to the bil, and they were severally 
? 
adopted: 
= } , ** ; : 
Page 1. Strike out the word “* immediately,” on 9th bir 
Page |. After the word * nd, on 19th line, insert the 
words ** 


until the thirteenth of June, one thousand eight 
Aundred and fi/tu-five.”’ 

Page 1. After the word “ of,?? on the 22d line, strike eut 
* five,’ and insert “ fowr.”’ 


Page l. After the word *‘ thousand,’ on 22d line, insert 


the words “ five hundred.” 
Page |. Alter the word “‘of,”? on 25th line, strike out 
* four,’ and insert, in lieu thereof, the word *‘tAree.”’ 
Page 1. Afterthe word * of,” on 25th line, strike out 
** three,”’? and insert, in lieu thereof. the word ** ture.” 


Page |. Strike out, after the word *“* men,’ 
the words “ not exceeding twenty.”’ 

Page 3. Suike out, alter the word “laws, on the Qd line, 
the word ** made,’ and insert, in lieu thereof, the words 
‘*now in force.” 


on 27th line, 


[A message was here received from the Senate, 
at the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., its Secre- 
tary, notifying the House of the passage, by that 
body, of certain bills. ] 

The Clerk then read the following amendment, 
proposed by the committee to be added at the end 
of the bill: 

‘*Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That there shall 6b 
charged a seigniorage on the coinage of gold in the Mint of 
the United States, and each of its branches, at a rate, or 
rates, to be established from time to time 
of the Treasury, not to exceed, in his judgment, the actual 
expense of the coinage at said Mint, or branch Mint, re 
spectively: Provided, The same shall not be more than one 
per centum on the amount comed. 

** Sec. ll. And beit further enacted, That before the Sec 
retary of the Treasury shall procure or erect the buildings 
provided for in the second section of this act, or commence 
operations under any of the provisions of the same, at San 
Francisco, State of California, it shall first be his duty to 
make a contract, or contracts, for the erection of said build 
ings, and procuring the machinery necessary for the opera- 
tions of said Mint, at a sum or sums which shall not in the 
whole exceed the sum of &300,000, which said contract, or 
contracts, shall be secured by good and sufficient sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the said Secretary of the Treasury and 
the President of the United States.”’ 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. Idemand the 
yeas and nays upon that amendment. 

{Cries of ** No!” ** No!’’} 

Mr.SEYMOUR,. Very well. Iam convinced 
that amendment will not be adopted, that the law 
will be left as it now stands, and therefore with 
draw my call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. The friends of the Mint 
think that amendment ought to prevail. 
it will. 

The House was divided on the demand for the 
yeas and nays, and there were—ayes 22, noes 75 
—no quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is one fifth. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consent to 
adopt that principle, and decide that the yeas and 
nays are ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. This’ is an important 
question. The House is thin. 1 inquire if this 
billis not under the operation of the previous 
question, and whether it will not come up when 
|| we meet again ? 
| TheSPEAKER. The main question has been 
|, ordered to be put. 






by the Secretary 





| hope 
I renew the call for the yeas and nays. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. Ofcourse that will bring 
it up after the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the impres- 
sion that i: will be the first business in order after 
the morning hour. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The first hour is 
devoted to the calling of committees for reports. 
Then you may go tothe business upon the Speak- 
er’s table. You go from there tothe business 
specified in the 26th and 27th rules, and then, when 
you have got through with all of the business thus 
provided for, you can proceed to the orders of the 
day—to the unfinished business of the preceding 
day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I am surprised that the 
gentleman is now in the wrong, for he is generally 
right. That applies to a case where the previous 
question is not moved. If the previous question 
was not pending, we could not get to the un- 
finished business; but where the previous question 
has been sustained, it brings it up in advance of 
everything else inthe House. I move, therefore, 
that the House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES. ‘The gentleman is only befogging 
himself, 

Mr. SEYMOUR. 
been ordered? ® 

The SPEAKER. They have been ordered. 

Mr. OLDS. I rise to a privileged question. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which the previous 
question was ordered. That will keep the bill be- 
fore the House. I now move that the House ad- 
journ. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

So the House adjourned, according to special 
order, to meet on Friday next. 


~ - Soa NE 


Have not the yeasand nays 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
By Mr. PORTER: The petition of David W. Newton 
and 120 others, citizens of Warren and Montgomery coun- 
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Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 do not and 
will not object to that proposition, or any other 
proposition of the kind, but it is very clear that 
the question of quorum or no quorum will be made, 
and I propose that the House do now adjourn 
until Monday next. 

Mr. JONES. | lave no objection to the motion 
being made, but upon that question | shall ask for 
a division, and if there is a quorum here I shall 
have no objection to peoceed to the consideration 


of these bills. 


Mr. STANTON. If itshould appear that there | 


is no quorum here, we cannot adjourn until Mon- | 


day, and we will be put to the necessity of coming 


back here to-morrow without purpose and object. | 


Mr. JONES. Upon the motion made by the 
gentleman,(Mr. Stanron,] I shall ask for a divis- 
ion, to test whether there is a quorum or not. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Stanton, of 
Tennessee, and Sreruens, of Georgia, appointed. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
ayes 98, noes 19. } 

So the House agreed to adjourn till Monday 
next, 

Mr. STUART. I ask for the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to proceed to the consideration 


| of certain territorial bills. 


Mr. DANIEL. I object. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 


I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent of the House to allow me to report a resolu- 


tion from the Library Committee. It is a resolu- 
tion merely authorizing them to accept a portrait 
of Henry Cray, presented by an artist of New 


York. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object at pres- 


| ent, and move that the House adjourn. 


ties, Missouri, asking the establishment of a post road from || 


Warrenton, in Warren county, to Middletown, in Mont- 
gomery county. 

By Mr. EASTMAN: The memorial of the Legislatare of 
the State of Wisconsin, asking the establishment of an ad- 
ditional land district in said State. 

By Mr. MACE: The memorial of David Brier, Joseph 


Ristim, Joseph H. Nelson, R. Hetfield, and Charles Tyler, | 


committee in behalf of the citizens of Fountain county, In 
diana, asking fora grantof land to aid in constructing a 
railroad from Springfield, Ulinois, to Andersontown, Indi 
ana, vin Danville, Covington, Crawtordsville, Lebanon, 
and Noblesville. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of John 
H. Horne, of Mississippi, praying relief from certain de- 
mands of the Government, on account of Indian reserva- 
tions. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 18, 1852. 


The House met pursuantto adjournment. Prayer 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 


TheSPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the motion to lay upon the table the appeal 
taken from the decision of the Chair by the gentle- 
man from New York, (Mr. Bennetrt.| On Tues- 
day last a motion was submitted by the gentleman 
from New York, for a call of the House, which 
the Chair decided to be out of order. From that 
decision an appeal was taken by the gentleman 
from New York, and the question now is upon 
the motion to lay that some upon the table. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled, an act for the 
relief of William S, Payne; an act making appro- 
priations for the payment of Navy pensions for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1853; and a 
joint resolution to change the name of St. Peter’s 
river in Minnesota Territory; which were sever- 


ally presented to the Speaker, and received his | 
. 


signature. 


Mr. STUART. Before proceeding to the busi- | 


ness embraced in the morning hour, I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House to take from the | 


Speaker’s table and pass two or three bills from the 
Committee on Territories. They are such as will 
give rise to no discussion, and it is important that 
they should be sent to the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If there isa quorum 
I will consent, and not otherwise. 

Mr. CARTTER. I object. 


A Voree, Let us adjourn—there is no quorum 
here. 


Mr. DANIEL. 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House then adjourned, to meet on Monday 
next. 

PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. HENN: The petition of Dr. William Trippett 
and 47 others, asking for the establishment of a mail route 
from Chariton, lowa, via Glenvis, White Breast, and 
Hopeville, to Pisgah. 

Also, the petition of R. W. Steele and 102 others, asking 


| for the establishment of a mail route from Apple Grove, 
| lowa, via Freels, Hartford, and Palmyra, to Indianola. 


By Mr. PARKER, of Indiana: The petition of J. P. 
Boyd, Jonathan Ogburn, and 42 others, citizens of Union, 
Wayne, and Randolph counties, Indiana, asking for a tri 


I demand the yeas and nays | 


weekly mail route trom Liberty, via Centreviile, and to | 


Winchester. 
By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of 8. 


W. Thompson | 


and others, praying for the establishment of a new mail | 


route from Lower Bartlett toGorham,in the State of New 
Hampshire, to intersect with the Auantic and St. Law- 


| rence railroad. 


IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, Juhe 19, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| Senate a communication from the Secretary of 


State, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
the llth June, directing him to communicate 
to that body whatever information he may have 


| obtained in Mexico and elsewhere in relation to 


| the Gardiner claim. 


| has laid the same before the President, who is of 
| the opinion that the information desired would not 
| comport with the public interest; and further, that 


_ he concurs entirely in that opinion. 


The commu- 
nication was ordered to be laid upon the table and 
be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Interior, 
in relation to the liquidated balance due the Creek 
Indians for losses sustained by them during the 
late war with Great Britain; which was ordered to 
be laid on the table and printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, communicating, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate, a report of the Register of the Treas- 
ury, and other papers in relation to the claim of 
Nahum Ward; which was ordered to be laid on 
the table and printed. 


Also, a report of the Secretary of War, com- | 


municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, a reconnoissance of the Gulf of Cali- 
fornia and the Colorado river, made in 1850 and 
185], by Lieutenant Derby, of the Topographical 


The Secretary states that he) 


GLOB 





E. June 19, 

Engineers; which was or 

table and printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of 
Laurel, Indiana, and of a meeting of citizens of 
Napoleon, in the same State, reconnmendine that 
provision be made by law for the organization 
of the Territory of Nebraska; which were referred 
to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of L 
Bradish, William C. Bryant, and other citizens of 
New York, praying that the collection of Indian 
Scenes and Portraits of Mr. George Catlin max 
be purchased by the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the select committee 6n the subject, 

Mr. SEWARD presented 2 petition of citizens 
of New York, praying that the bill now pending 
before Congress, commonly known as the “‘home. 
stead bill,”” may become a law; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. BRIGHT presented two petitions of citi- 
zens of Goshen, Indiana, praying that the bill 
now pending lygtore Congress, commonly known 
as the ** homestead bill,”” may become a law: 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. ; 

Mr. MASON presented a memorial of citizens 
of the Seventh Ward of the city of Washington, 
praying that the Potomac bridge may be rebuilt on 
its present site; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTER, 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of the adminis- 
trator of Michael Everly, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for the relief of the children 
of the late Lieutenant Michael Everly, a revolu- 
tionary officer; which was read and passed to the 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. 


dered to be laid on the 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, agreeably to previousnotice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the payment of workmen on the 
extension of the Capitol, during the suspension of 
the work; which was read and passed to the sec- 
ond reading. 

Qn motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the bill was 
ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY POSTS IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. WELLER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire mto the expediency of reporting a bill 
for the organization of an additional regiment of mounted 


men for the establishment of military posts in California, 
and for other purposes of defense. 


Mr. WELLER. In submitting this resolution, 
I desire to call the attention of the Senate to the 
necessity of providing an additional military force 
for the protection of the people of California. Fhe 
last advices from that country give us the intelli- 
gence that murders and robberies, in that section 
of the State where the Indians are found, are be- 
coming alarmingly frequent, and are constantly in- 
creasing. In anaddress, signed by the two Sena- 
tors and four Representatives in the State Legisla- 
ture from the counties of Shasta, Trinity, and 
Klamath, I find that, in a very few months past, 
one hundred and thirty white men have been mur- 
dered, and property worth $240,000 destroyed. 
They say: 


‘<The evil is increasing every day, as a more intimate 
knowledge of the whites makes tbe Indians more bold and 
reckless mm their attacks. Already they enter our town3 
and villages at night, and steal or set fire to property ; the 


| habitations of the industrious miners, while they are at 


their labors, are entered with impunity, and robbed of their 
contents ; the pack animals, on which the miners must de- 


, pend for their provisions, are either killed on the spot where 


found, or driven away, to be roasted and eaten by the dep- 
redators. The people are compelted to travel from one 
portion of the country to another in companies, well armed, 
to repel attacks, 

‘“*Ithas been charged that the hostility of the Indians 
was superinduced by acts of injustice committed by the 
whites. Asageneral thing, we can state that, from our 
own knowledge, this has not been the case, and have no 
hesitation in saying that it emanates from the known char- 
acter of the Indians—a mischievous disposition, and desire 
for plunder. In but few instances have the first offenses 
been committed by the whites. 

‘© This state of affairs cannot continue much longer. If 
that protection which every State should extend to her cit- 
izens is not soon granted to our people, they must either 
unite and exterminate the Indians in their neighborhood, 


i or eee it altogether.” 
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ress of these Indians. The Governor promptly 
addressed a communication to the general com- 
manding your Federal troops in that State, calling 
his attention to this important subject. In this 
communication he says: 

“[y contingencies like these, a simple but imperative 
duty is imposed upon the Executive, to place the State in 
the hands ef the General Government, and to demand that 
aid and protection which the guarantees of the Federal 
Constituuion assure us we are entidled to receive. If the 
General Government is then neglectful of the demand 
which we make upon it; if it is uomindiul of the duty 
which it owes to us, we have one other alternative—to fight 
our own battles, lo maintain our independence as a sover- 
eign but isolated State, and to protect ourselves from intes- 
tine troubles as well as from the incursions of merciless and 
savage enemies. ”’ 

* * * * * * * 


«J deem it my duty to assure you, that unless prompt | 


protection is allorded to the citizens or this State by the 
General Government, [ shall feel bound to resort to the 
only means leftime to defend the frontiers, and to conquer a 
lusting peace. A resort to these means will increase the 
debt of the State, and aad to the burden of taxation im 
posed upon our citizens, To dispense with such a neces- 
sity, Lindulge the earnest hope that you, as a military rep- 
resentative of the General Government in California, will 
exercise your authority to arrest hostilities, and to secure 
to us the blessings of a permanent peace. ”’ 

Now, Mr. President, there never has been a 
sufficient number of troops in California to protect 
her extensive frontier from Indian depredations. 
This is known and seriously felt by all who have 
any knowledge of that country. General Hitch- 
cock, I do not doubt, has every disposition to do 
all in his power to extend the necessary protec- 
tion to our people, but with the force at his com- 
mand, this is utterly impossible. If, as should be 
the case, authority was given him to accept vol- 
unteers, when called into service by the Executive 
of the State, the difficulty, to some extent, might 
be obviated. Butin my judgment the public ne- 
cessity demands that some five or six strong 
military posts should be established at once. 
There should be a strong post at the mouth of the 
Gila river, which will have to-be kept up for a 
series of years;—there is a very large number of 
warriors within a few miles of this point, and as it 
is on the emigrant route from the East, depreda- 
tions are constantly being committed. This im- 
portant post was garrisoned last summer by a 
lieutenant andeightmen! I am gladto learn from 
a letter received yesterday from the Adjutant Gen- 

beral, that a sufficient force has been stationed at 
this point. 

There sheuld be a smaller force stationed at 
«*Cajon Pass ’’—a military post at or near Tulare 
lake, in Mariposa; one near Reading’s Ranch, and 
two in the North, adjacent to the Oregonline. By 
the establishment of these posts, with a sufficient 
force to send out detachments whenever public 
necessity demanded, and power to accept volun- 
teers called out by the Governor, ample protection 
could, I think, be given to our people. 

The people of California are, it 1s true, located 
in acountry far distant from the Federal Govern- 
ment; but they stand upon American soil, and are 
as much entitled to the protection of the Govern- 
ment as if they occupied the center of the Repub- 
lic. That they havea right to complain of the 
neglect of the General Government, hitherto, is 
undeniable. They have scarcely known you in 
any other way than threugh your tax collectors. 
You place your officers at all her ports and exact 
a high duty upon the very bread they eat. They 


paid, in the shape of duties, during the past fiscal | 


year, more than $3,000,000, and yet our harbors 


arp together. 


remain undefended, our coast unlighted, our im- |! 


mense commerce unprotected, and Jour people left 


to the tender mercies of the untamed savages. | 


Now, I tell you, Mr. President, that if you desire 
to preserve the peace and tranquillity of the Union, 


if you wish to bind more closely these States to- | 


gether in the bonds of affection and fellowship, 
you must take care to extend your protecting 
wings over every part of it. You must do justice 
toall. He who stands upon your frontier settle- 
ments and looks upen your glorious flag, must 
feel and know that the protecting arm of the Fed- 
eral Government is extended over him; that how- 
ever poor and humble he may be, his person and 
property shall be defended. 

it is not te be expected that a Government too 
weak to defend, or so unmindful of its duty as to 
refuse adequate protection, can command the re- 
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This communication is addressed to the Exec- 
tive of the State, and earnestly implores him to 
adopt the necessary measures to arrest the prog- 


an of California are devotedly attached to the 
Jnion—they have been taught from their infancy 
to regard it as the richest legacy ever bequeathed 
to any people. They feel that they are under the 
highest obligations to transmit unimpaired, unsal- 
lied, that magnificent inheritance to their children. 
Although far from their native States, and many 
of them far from those who are bound to them by 
the ties of kindred and affection, still they feel 
that they are a part of that glorious Republic 
which has stood, for three quarters of a century, 
the wonder and admiration of the world. But 
when they find themselves neglected by the Fed- 
eral Government, left to defend themselves against 
the merciless Indians; when they see their com- 
merce unprotected, their friends murdered, and 
their property destroyed, because of that negle ct, 
they must be allowed to utter their complaints. 
If you intend they shall protect themselves—if you 
intend to throw them upon their own resources, 
suffer them to avail themselves of all their means, 
and my word for it, the work will soon be ac- 
complished. Recall your tax collectors, your 
horde of Federal officers, and California would 
soon take care of herself. But if you tax us; if 
you claim our allegianee to the Federal Govern- 
ment; if we are to contribute towards ils support, 
you must protect us. There must be a recipro- 
city in this matter. That some disaffection exists 
amongst the people, growing out of these cau: 


S, 
is certain; that unless the cause is removed this 
will increase is equally certain. 

There are at least 75,000 Indians within the 
limits of that State, and they need but a master 
spirit to confederate the tribes and involve the 
whole frontier in a bloody and desolating war. | 
am nol prepared to say that the commissioners, 
who have been so assiduously engaged during the 
past two years in feeding these Indians a million 
of dollars’ worth of beef, have done no good; but 
this | will say, that the policy of making reserva- 
tions in that State must be entirely abandoned. 
The whole military strength of the United States 
would be necessary to enforce your Indian laws 
upon these reservations. I have as much sympa- 
thy for the Indian as most men, but all experience 
has demonstrated that the two races cannot live 
The extermination of the 

ndian isinevitable. [tis a melancholy reflection, 
but it is nevertheless unavoidable. The Indians 
of northern California are as wild as the country 
which they inhabit; nothing short of omnipotent 
power can so change their habits as to convert 
them into useful members of society. Extermin- 
ation is a mere question of time. In the mean- 
while I am willing to do all that can be done, to 
alleviate their sufferings or better their condition. 
As to inducing these untamable savages to engage 
in agriculture, as the Indian Commissioner seems 
to anticipate, is to my mindabsurd. Itnever can 
be accomplished. {t is a loss of time and money 
to make the effort to place them upon reservations 
in the heart of the settlements; and to expect them 
to remain quiet, and respect the rights of their 
white neighbors, is the worst species of folly. 
Their condition is in many respects materially 
different from that of the Indians on this side of 
the Rocky Mountains. A policy which might 
succeed here, but must fail there. But the Exec- 
utive session is the proper place to discuss this 
subject. 

Mr. President, I ask permission to read a letter 
which b received by the last steamef. It is from 
a gentleman of high character, and weil acquainted | 
with this subject. He says: 

San Francisce, Catirornia, May i4, 1852. 

Dear Sir: The complicated state of our Indian affairs | 
in this country, and the unprotected condition of our citi 
gens, have indaced me to communicate with you forthe pur 
pose of drawing more attention to the subject. " A week 
ago I called on General Hitchcock, and urged on him the 
necessity of immediately sending troops up to the north so 


| as to protect the people in that regien. He spoke very fairly, 
| and promised to do all that he conld, and is now doing 
| everything in his power, but the truth is, his forces are yery 


inadequate to the services required. ‘The country is much 


| more extensive than generally supposed, and the localities 


spect or affection of its people. Sir, I know the | 


very imperfectly known. Of this you are well aware your- | 
self, and itis very difficult to make people understand it. 
There is now littie or no danger to be apprehended from 
the Indians, except those living in the extreme northern 
and southern portions of the State, while those portions are 
alinost entirely destitute of any protection fram the General 
Government. The southern, it is true, have recently fared 
tolerably well, but now that there is a temporary cessation 
of hostilities, the troops are mastly ta be withdrawn, and 
the people again left to the tender mercies of the savages. | 


The north bas never seen @ single soldier, except a swall || 





~- 
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party that came through from Oregon, and the rough treat 
ment they recetved on the way trom the Indians ought to 
have been sufficient demonstration of the neeeassity of es 
tablishing a military post somewhere in that region. Such, 
however, has not been the case until now, when about a 
hundred men are to be sent to protect the peuple of a region 
five hundred miles in length by three hundred in breadth, 


embracing the most mountainons country in the United 
States, and filled with hostile Lndians, fattened into good 
fighting order by the liberality of the commissioners 

rh commanding officer is notto blame in et rs, 
but the Government at home is, and the utter negleet with 
Which we have been treated, ix fast engendering a feeling 
that no good Government tshould ever afford a cause for, 
If we are to be held only to furnish the people of the Bast 
ern States with gold to save them from bankruptey, and 
obtain no protection from the Governmer t, Ww hy, we mist 
endeavor to fiud some way to prevent that gold from le 
ing the Siete. These sentiments | would dislike very 


much tob 


compell 


ind combated them 


ito make publi 
warmly in the Legislature, but may foree me 
to it. 

You have doubtless seen the correspondence had with 
the Governor on these affairs, and understand something of 
the matter: but the extent of it can only be fully Known by 
those living in the exposed districts Without protection 
ofany kit sur people nave veeon xpos d to the nrost vex 
auous depredations; our (riends and neighbors most inhu- 
mani michered ; their property stolen or destroyed to an 


amount unprecedented, and no effort made onthe part of 


the Government to chastise the perpetratar In addition 
to this, when the people, driven to madness by these re 
peated injures, turn out to redress their own grievances, 
they are told by the Government officials, that they have 


brought ** lasting disgrace upon the Ameris 


these very officials purchase | urge 


in naine.”’? and 
g nounts OF property trom 
our people under color of their office, and then the Govern 
ment refuses to pay the account 

These complaints are not for imaginary wrongs ; they are 
stern realities If the Indian Commissioners have done 
wrong, Why notrecall them, and punish them for transeend 
ing their authority ; 
such a he'nwous wror 
property, 


but do not let the Government commit 
g as to swindle « 


ur people out of their 
under color of official mis¢ 


onduet Pay the peo- 
ple for the property they have furnished the Government in 
good faith, and punish the off 

Now, we have no ¢ 
im tht 


nding otheers 
arthly use tor 
country, and the whot« 


ny Indian department 
thing has arisen outofa 
want of knowledge of the Indian character here, and its ef. 
fects have been, and will continue to be, most pernicious 
Withdraw the whole thing, and send us a few more troops, 
and itis ali thatis required. ‘The weaties are mere farees, 
without any binding force or effect, and are worse than use 
less. The Indians kuow nothing about a treaty, and the 
only way to manage them is—to flog them and tell them to 
behave themselves. If this course is purstfed, my word for 
it, we will soon be free trom their depredations. ttis all 
tomfvolery to be feeding them, for it only enables them to 
be the more mischievous. Besides, they do not require it. 
None of their means of subsistence is taken from them. 
The fish, game, acorns, and grass seed. are justas much 
within their reach now, as ever they were, and they desire 
nothing more. 

Why is it that the Government should deem it neces- 
sary te send an expedition to Japan, to punish injuries in- 
flieted on afew sailors, while our citizens are murdered by 
hundreds at home, and little or no notice taken of it Is it 
because eclat will follow the one, 
requires the other ? 





while nothing but duty 
This seems to be the natural conelu 
sion, for if the imprisonment of some dozen American cit- 
izens made it necessary to send a fleet to the other side of 
the globe to punish the offenders, it would seem to be still 
more necessary te chastise those who have murdered hun 
dreds of our people. 

I must again repeat that we want no Indian bureau—no 
Indian commission inthis country, but we do want troops 
and troops adapted to mountain service 








> 
; and while on the 
subject, [ will say that we wanta full and complete inves 
tivation of the conduct of the commissioners that have 
been sent out here, for [am very sure that some of them at 
least, have been engaged in business that no Government 
officer should ever be concerned in: not directly but indi- 
rectly. under the cloak of other persons. . 

J will now leave the matter with you for the present, 
hoping that something will speedily be done for our benefit. 
W rite to me at Sacramento City 

[ remain, yours truly, 
Hen. J. B. Wetrer. - a 

In answer to some questions prop unded, the 
Adjutant General addressed me the following letter: 

ADJUTANT GeNeRaL’s Orrice, ) 
Wasutneton, /une 16, 1852. § 

Sir: In reply to your inquiry of the I4th instant, [ re 
spectiully inform you that the foree now stationed in Cali- 
fornia, consists Of two companies of Dragoons, three of 
Artillery, and the Se ynd Regiment (ten c¢ 
Infantry, making in all fifteen companies, 
as follows: 


inpanies) of 
and distributed 


Description of compa 





nies. sie 
eS, < 2 | 
o|2'< 
Post on Cow Creek..... 1 company, 2d Inft...) 5) 43, 48 
§ Lcompany,\st Drag ? - 
Benicia... oss ccceccesis 4 oe 2 » 119/215.234 
ee } Scompames 2d Int. § . 
Presidio San Francisco 1 company, Jd Art...) 4) 38 42 | 
Monterey Redoubt.... l company, 3d Art...) 4) 45) 49 
Camp Miller .....000+. 2 companies, 2d [oft., 8) 73) St 
Ranebo Del Chino..., l company, 2d Inft...| 3) 66, 69 


San Luis Rey..... Detachment Ist Art., 1} 6 7 
§ Leompany, lst Drag 7 
2 1 company, lst Art. § 

3 companies, 2d [nft, 11) 195/206 


yo ON SLE 


San Diego and vicinity. 8) 163,171 


Post at Mouth of Gila. 


§3' 844/907 
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In addition to the foregoing, the 4th Regiment of Infan 
try, (ten conipanies,) and ninety Dragoon recruits, making 
swobebly nine hundred men, are now assembling at Fort 
Betemben, in the harbor of New York, preparatory to em 
barkation for the Paeific—a portion to proceed by the 
Yauana route, and the remainder around Cape Horn. 

I am, eir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. JONES, Adjutant General. 
Vatter, United States Senate, 
Washington, D, C. 


wee 


Hon. J. B. 


{ regret that a portion of these troops have been 
sent around Cape Horn, as four or five months 
must necessarily elapse before they can reach the 
field of labor. After they shall have arrived, with 
the troops reported to be already there, a sufficient 
force, I trust, will be found to rive the necessary 
protection, provided authority is given, as | have 
already said, to accept the services of the militia 
when the public exigency requires. In my opin- 
ion, a larger proportion of dragoons should have 
been sent out, as they would have been found 
much more effective than infantry. I must also 
be permitted to express a doubt whether the force 
reported is correct. In my opinion, there cannot 
now be more than six hundred effective troops in 
the State. The State of California has already 
expended more than a million of dollars in pro- 
tecting the inhabitants against the depregdations of 
the Indians, in giving that protection which you 
should have given. Whether the fault has been 
with the legislative or executive department, or 
both, I will not now undertake to determine. Be 
this asit may, I sincerely hope there may be no 
cause of complaint inthe future. We have only 
asked that the protection which you extend to your 
people elsewhere should be extended to us. We 
ask no more-—it cannot be expected that we weuld 
be satisfied with less. 

Now, although | would not withdraw the Indian 
agents from that State, because, under a different 
system, they may accomplish some good, yet for 
the protection of our people, and the preservation 
of peace, | prefer seeing additional troops sent out. 
For the safety of the frontier, | would depend 
much more upon cartridges, than upon beef. 

The resolution, after a verbal correction, was 
acreed to. 


NEW POST ROUTE. 
Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing post route from Aurora, in the county ot 
Hancock, State of Maine, to township No. Thirty-Three, in 
said county 


CANAL ACROSS FLORIDA. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate such information as he may 
possess relative to the practicability of constructing & canal 
across the peninsula of Florida, including the results of 
any surveys that may have been made by officers of the 
United States upon the peninsula, having a bearing upon 
this subject. 


RESERVED LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move to postpone all 
prior orders, for the purpose of taking up House 
bill enttled ** An act to release from reservation 
and restore to the mass of public lands certain 
lands in the State of Arkansas.”’ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I think we are hardly 
prepared to legislate upon that question under 
existing circumstances. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, I beg that the Senator 
from Kentucky will not make any objection to 
taking up that bill. It is one that has heretofore 
been under consideration, and was postponed in 
consequence of a difference of opinion between 
myself and the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands, [Mr. Fercn,} as to the effect of the 
amendments proposed by the committee. The 
bill has reference to a,small remnant of military 
reserves in the State of Arkansas, and embraces 
but a small class of settlers upon them. I have 
the opinion of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office in its favor; and as itis not a matter 
of general interest, [ think itcan as well be decided 
now by the few Senators who are here, as at 
any other time. It was only postponed for the 
purpose of obtaining theinformation which I have 
received from the Commissioner, and I have the 
authority of the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands for saying that this information be- 
ing obtained from the Commissioner of the Land 
Ciice, he would withdraw his objection, and not 


} 


} 


: 4 
insist upon the amendments. As I have obtained 
the opinion of the Commissioner, which is favor- 


| able to the view which I took, I os the Senator 


from Kentucky will not urge his o 
onsideration of the bill at the present time in con- 
sequence of the small number of Senators present. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ will make no objec- 
tion. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
may be now taken up. 

‘The motion to postpone the special orders for 
the purpose of taking up the bill was agreed to, and 
the Senate proceeded to its consideration as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The bill provides that the several tracts of Jand 
in the State of Arkansas, heretofore reserved for 
the satisfaction of military bounties under the war 
of 1812,and whichnow remain undisposed of, be 
released from such reservation and restored to the 
mass of public lands, to be disposed of in the 
same mavner as any other unoffered public land: 
Provided, ‘That the person who may, at the date 
of the act, be an actual settler on any one of said 
tracts, and who but for the reservation thereof 
might have claimeg the right of preémption thereto 
under the act of 4th September, 1841, be author- 
ized to enter the same, or any subdivision thereof, 
upon making proof of said right, and paying the 
minimum price per acre, within a year after the 
passage of this act, or prior to the day fixed for 
the public sale of the tract; and that all sales of 
said land, or locations thereof by military war- 


jection to the 


Then I ask that the bill 


rants (other than those of the war of 1812) which | 


have been inadvertently permitted to be made, and 
which are in all other respects fair and regular, 
except as embracing reserved land not offered at 
public sale, be confirmed, and patents thereon 
which have issued, shall be as legal and valid as if 
said land had been released from reservation and 
offered at public sale prior to such sales or loca- 
tions; and also, that all of said warrants which 
have not been satisfied, may be located on any of 
the public lands not subject to private entry at the 
time of the location of the same. 

The amendments proposed by the Committee 
on Public Lands were as follows: 


Insert after the word ‘* thereof,’’ in the fifteenth | 
line, the words ** not exceeding one hundred and | 
so as to limit the amount which a | 


sixty acres,” 
person might be authorized to enter to that num- 
ber of acres. 


Strike out the words, ‘** within a year after the 


passage of this act, or,’’ and strike out the third 
section of the bill, as follows: 

“Sec. 3. nd he it further enacted, That ail of said 
warrants which have not been satisfied, may be located on 
any of the public lands subject to private entry at the time 
of the location of the same.”’ 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. That brings up the point 
of difference between myself and the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands, [Mr. Fevca,]} 
who, I regret to see, is not now in his seat. 

When the subject was under consideration by 
the Senate on a previous occasion, it was post- 
poned because that Senator apprehended—as did 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] also— 
I believe, that the bill was defective in several 
particulars; and I insisted then that the amend- 
yments proposed by the Senator from Michigan 
would not alter the legal effect or force of the bill. 
On account of that difference of opinion, the bill 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
and I have since obtained from the Land Office 
the views of the Acting Commissioner, in a com- 
munication, in which he shows that the amend- 
ments were entirely unnecessary, and that they 
do not alter the legal force or effect of the bill, and 
do not impair its adaptation to answer the pur- 
poses contemplated. On the contrary, that they 
would probably cause an embarrassment in the 
Land Office in relation to the known rules of con- 
struction which obtain there. 

I ask that that communication may be read. 

It was accordingly read, as follows: 


Generat Lanp Orrice, June 17, 1852. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 14th instant, inclosing House bill No. 
238, with three amendments thereto, as proposed by the 
Committee on Public Lands of the Senate. 

You advert to a communication recently addressed to 
you in reference to the second of the three amendments re- 
ferred to, and you now desire the opinion of this office as 
to the other two. 

In reply to your query as to the first one, I have to state, 
the words proposed to be inserted are not deemed necessary 


to limit the preémption to one hundred and sixty acres, or ‘| guage. 
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toa regular quarter secticn containing as near that qua 
as practicable. The tract authorized to be entered. ig that 
which the party might have acquired under the pre’ mption 
law of 4th September, 1841, or any subdivision thereof. me 
that law allowed a quarter section, or by legal subdivisions 
a quantity not to exceed one hundred and sixty acres. The 
insertion of the words might indeed embarrass the wilt. 
lege, where the particular quarter section claimed should 
contain, as is sometimes the case, on the north or west of 
townships, a small number of acres beyond one hundred 
and sixty. 

The third amendment, the striking out of the third see 
tion of the bill is not deemed essentially necessary nor 
would it change the effect of the bill. This third section 
it is presumed, was inserted in the House, prior to the pag. 
sage of the act of 22d March last, it being prior to thattime 
absolutely necessary to the accomplishment of the Object 
manifestly intended by it, because, prior to the 224 Mareh 
last, the location of any military warrant was prohibited on 
any land which had not been offered at public sale prior to 
3d March, 1851. The retention of this third section would 
be a mere reénactment of existing provisions of law, and 
therefore unnecessary, but it could not “ dispense with, re 
peal, or modify,’’ any of those provisions. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN WILSON, Acting Commissioner 
To Hon. W. K. Sesastian, United States Senate. 


Mr.SEBASTIAN. That removes all doyh: 
as to the necessity for the adoption of the amend- 
ments, and establishes the propositions for which 
| have contended, that the amendments but cor- 
rect the phraseology without affecting the sub- 
stance of the bill. 

Now, in reference to the question which comes 
up, upon the proposition to concur in the amend- 
ments of the Committee on Public Lands, | 
have simply to say, that the letter which has been 
read shows that the amendments reported by the 
committee are entirely unnecessary, and as such, 
searcely constitute a sufficient reason for sending 
the bill back to the House of Representatives, 
where, it is probable, in consequence of many 
contingencies that may‘arise, it will not pass this 
session. 

I have now to ask that the Senate will not con- 
cur in the amendments as proposed; and that | 
may have the bill put on its passage. We shall 


ntity 


| thus be enabled to avoid a delay which can bring 


| Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] has alluded. 


no useful results, but may be followed by conse- 
quences which I am anxious to avoid. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Lam compelled to differ 
with my friend from Arkansas. The Acting 
Commissioner of Public Lands has not referred 
in his communication to that one of the amend- 
ments which proposes to strike out of the bill the 
words ** within a year from the passage of this 
act?’—— 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Ifthe Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Unperwoop] will allow me, I will 
say that when the bill was formerly under con- 
sideration, this very subject was mooted between 
myself and the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands. I obtained a letter, which has not 
been read here, but which is adverted to in the 


| letter from the Acting Commissioner of the Public 


Land Office, and in which the Commissioner states 
that he will construe this bill in accordance with 
the views presented by the chairman of the com- 
mittee [Mr. Fetcu} on thatoccasion. That letter 
I handed to that gentleman, and it is now on the 
files of the Committee on Public Lands. I cannot, 
therefore, produce it, but it states that the con- 
struction whi¢h the bill must receive will be pre- 
cisely the same as would be obtained by the shoe. 
tion of the amendment to which the Senator from 
As | 
have said, | submitted the letter to the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands, [Mr. Feicu;]} 
he professed himself to be satisfied, and said that 
if I would get a letter embracing all the other 
amendments he would agree to it. That accounts 
for the letter not being here. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That accounts for the 
letter not being here, but does not constitute a 


| reason why the amendments proposed by the com- 


mittee should not be adopted. All these amend- 


| ments were considered in the committee, and this 


about which there is nothing said in the letter from 
the Acting Commissioner, which has just been read, 
was considered a very important one, unless you 


| determine to enter upon a system of not requiring 


payments to be made immediately you perceive 


‘that this proposes to give twelve months before 


proceeding to the sale of the lands. 


? 


We proposed 
to strike out that because it is the introduction of 
an entirely new feature, and no promise of a de- 


_ partment to construé the bill ina particular way, 


can get over the plain meaning of the English lan- 
I am surprised, therefore, that the Acting 
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Commissioner of the Public Lands should have and I supposed it was so to the other members of | 


given a letter promising a construction upon a bill 
directly contrary to the language expressly con- 
tained in the bill. If, then, you make this amend- 
ment, in order to avoid the introduction of a new 
feature for allowing credit upon land sales, your 
bill will have to go back to the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and if it goes back at all, you may as 
well make the other amendments also. The only 
recommendation which the Commissioner gives for 
allowing the bill to remain as it is, is, that in his 
opinion, the amendments are unnecessary, and 
that the bill will be construed in the same manner 
either with or without them. But the committee, 
through abundance of caution, thought it proper 
to make the amendments, so as to leave no doubt 
about the matter. I am a member of that com- 
mittee, and I do not feel willing, in the absence of 
the chairman of that committee, who concurred 
with me with regard to the propriety of making 
these amendments, to dispense with them upon the 
recommendation contained in the letter which has 
been read, particularly when itis silent with regard 
tothis second amendment. I hope, therefore, that 
my friend from Arkansas will allow the bill to lie 
over, or the amendments 'to be adopted as they | 
are. If we concur in the amendments, I have no | 
doubt it will facilitate the passage of the bill, and 
that, therefore, we had better adopt them. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have but a very few | 
words to say in answer to the objections of the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop.} 

[ find that he has seen the very letter from the 
Land Office to which I have referred, and, never- 
theless, he has insisted on the adoption of the 
amendment to which he has alluded. He insists 
that this is a new feature in the preémption sys- 
tem. It conforms precisely to the terms of the 
act of 1841, which authorizes the preémptor to 
enter within twelve months, or sooner if the sales 
come on, before the expiration of thattime. I have 
obtained the authority of the Commissioner of the 
Land Office, for stating that the legal effect in both 
cases is precisely the same. Such is the purport 
of the first letter, and yet the Senator is not satis- | 
fied that the bill will not produce the evils he fears, | 
although we have the guarantee of the head of 
that office, an official declaration, that the bill 
will be <> construed as to preserve the same fea- 
tures as in the old preémption system of 184]— 
the sole difference is, that it will be made appli- 
cable to a new class of lands not heretofore sub- | 
jected to the preémption system. It has probably 
escaped the notice of the Senator, that by this bill 
the entry and payment of money must occur at 
the same time, and that the delay of twelve months 
does not extend a credit on the entrance money, no 
more than a similar indulgence which was ex- | 
tended to the settler by the law of 1841. If this 
attempt to obtain perfect legal and verbal accuracy 
with regard to mere technical points were to be 
constantly insisted on, we should be kept here 
until the whole of the Calendar would fall through 
at the end of the session for want of time to act 
upon it. 

I have endeavored to present the bill in such a 
shape as to embrace all the views of the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] and yet he 
stands out on a difference between the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office and the chairman of the | 
Committee on Public Lands. What are likely to 
be the consequences? If we pass the bill as it is, | 
it will effect the objects the Senator has in view; 
but if we tack on to it these amendments, which 
do not alter its legal effect, it must go back to the 
House of Representatives, and be exposed to the 
chances of loss from wantof time. I must, there- 
fore, urge that, in a matter of such slight import- 
ance as this is, cave to those to whom it secures 


| duty 


| of the merits of the question. 





the committee. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


consideration since we agreed upon these amend- 
ments. If it has been considered in that commit- 
tee, in connection with that letter, it has escaped 
my recollection; and, really, | am not willing to 
be governed by my friend’s recollection of a letter 
which has not been submitted to me, and which 
has not been submitted to the Senate, and of the 
contents of which we cannot well decide, when, 
as I think, a new principle is to be introduced, as 
the bill now stands, and one that has not been 
sanctioned heretofore; for the expression is, if the 
payment is made ‘* within a year after the passage 
of this act, or prior to the day fixed for the pub 
lic saie.”” Ifthe payments are made prior to the 
day of sales, it is sufficient, and not to extend to 
a payment within a year. Jt is a principle which 
the committee could not sanction. I hope the 
amendments will be adopted. All! that the Com- 
missioner says is, that it will not alter the con- 
struction of the law. Then it will not do any 
harm to adopt the amendments. But that which 
[ object to mainly is the thing about which the 
Commissioner is entirely silent. I consider k my 
to make this opposition to the passage of the, 
bill without the amendments proposed, being a 
member of the committee which proposed them. 


| think the amendments should be made, and I have 


no doubt that the House of Representatives wil! 
concur in them. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to say one word. 
[ was not present at the meeting of the Committee 
on Public Lands when this subject was last before 
the committee; but the bill as it has been read, and 
the proposed amendments seem to me to present 
the subject before the Senate in a light so clear 
and plain, that there can be no misunderstanding 
The proposition is 
a single anda simple one. Itis merely to place 
the remaining military reservations in the State of 
Arkansas which are not now claimed by those to 
whom the military warrants were issued, back in 
the same condition as the other public lands are, 
and to subject them to precisely the same con- 
ditions as regards the preémption laws which now 
exist with regard to otherlands. That is the sum 
and substance of it, and there Is no new arrange- 
ment whatever proposed. Can anybody hesitate 
as to the propriety of doing this; In order to 
satisfy the land warrants in the war of 1812, cer- 
tain lands in the State of Arkansas were set aside 
to be located by these warrants. Al! these war- 
rants, so far as can be ascertained, have been sat- 
isfied, and now there is a parcel of public lands in 
that State withheld from settlement and sale, for 


, ho public purpose whatever; and this billis simply 


to restore these lands, which are not now necessary 
for the purpose for which they were originally re- 
served, to the same condition as other public lands. 
The question is no more nor less than that. The 
Senator from Kentucky is certainly wrong, in my 


r 
B? 


| opinion, in saying that this is the introduction of 


a home, the time of the Senate shall not be any |. 


longer consumed; and I hope that the amendments | 
will be disagreed to, and that the bill will be passed 
in its original shape. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [really think it a strange 
thing, on the part of my friend from Arkansas, 
when he says he has not the letter to which 


a new principle, and the establishment of a credit 
system in the sale of public lands. I am sure he 
has failed to look at the bill, or he would see that 
the credit extends no further than the credit to all 
preémptioners now extends. Any man can go 


I have no recollection | 
| that the bill has come up before the committee for | 


upon the public lands and settle down under the | 


last preémption law, and is not required to make 
his payment until the lands are to be sold. 
It also requires that those who have preémption 


claims, shall come forward, make proof, and pay | 


up before sale. It effects nothing more. 
pletes the conditions on which the preémptors 
shall obtain possession, and places the land pre- 
cisely on thesame footing as all cthes public lands. 
No advantage is given to parties who may have 
settled on them, greater than they would have 
acquired by settling on other lands. They have 


It com- | 
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| lain so long in the market that many persons have | 


the one which has been read to-day refers, and | 


when he tells the Senate that the Commissioner | 
will be governed by a constriction put upon the 
mee by the chairman of the Committee on Public | 
uands—— 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. If the Senator will allow | 


me, I will state, that the letter was satisfactory to || 
the chairman of the Committee on Pyblic Lands, | 


settled on them inadvertently, and in some cases 
the Land Office has been at a loss to ascertain 
whether they were reserved or not, and have issued 
patents erroneously; the bill is to allow the Land 
Office in such cases to confirm the sale just as in 


other cases. The only real difference, therefore, | 


between this bill and others of a similar character, 


is, that it affects a class of lands quite distinct from | 


those usually offered at public sale. 
It is important that tbe bill should pass without 


these amendments; for, as my colleague has ob- | 
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served, at this Jate period of the session, when 
both the Calendars are very heavily loaded, and 
when it is almost impossible to get up any bill for 
consideration, if we adopt the amendments the 
chances are that the bill will be lost for want of 
time in the House of Repreventatives. It is almost 
certain that such will be the case: and thus a 
measure of some public importance, both as re- 
erards the interests of the United States and the 
interests of citizens, not intended for the special 


benefit of individuals, nor for the purpose of 
taking a single dollar from the Treasury, but, in 
reality, giving the means of obtaining a revenue 
from lands which would otherwise lie a dead 
weicht, will be delayed and thrown over until 
next session. The passage of the bill as it came 


up from the other House will obviate all these 
evils., Before this bill came up to the Senate, a 
bill of similar character was reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands, but its friends thought 
it would be better to abandon it, and accept this 
bill, which had already received the sanction of the 
other branch of the National Legislature. So far 
as its substantial provisions are concerned, it seems 
to me that they can scarcely become the subject of 
discussion now, the bill having been referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and reported back 
faverably by them. 

SEBASTIAN. I have come to an under- 
standine with the Senator from Kentucky, and] 
will not ask that the bill be acted upon now. J 
will therefore move that the further consideration 
of the bill be postponed until Monday 

The motion was agreed to 


CASE OF HANNAH THOMPSON, 

Mr. HAMLIN. Idesire that certain papers 
relating to the case of Hannah Thompson, who 
‘rays for a pension, shall be recommitted to the 
Committee on Pensions. | have had a conference 
with the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Foor,) 
who made an adverse report a few days since in 
this case, and at his request I ask chat the papers 
may recommitted to that committee, as some 
new facts and additional papers are to be pre- 
sented. 

The motion was agreed to. 


rr 
Avil. 
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MEXICAN BOUNDARY COMMISSION. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution, and ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate that it may be considered at the 
present time: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform the Senate whether any steps have been taken 
by his Department to investigate the charges preferred 
by Colonel McClennan against the commissioner appointed 
to run and mark the boundary line between the United 
States and Mexico; and if so, to make a report thereof to 
the Senate. 

It will be recollected that some time since, a 
resolution was introduced by me, calling for a 
copy of the charges against the boundary com- 
missioner made by Colonel McClennan. The 
Secretary of the Interior has sent in a communi- 
cation, from which we cannot tell whether these 
charges have been investigated or not. J merely 
wish to know whether these charges have been 
investigated; and if so, what was the information 
obtained by the investigation. 

Unanimous consent being given, the resolution 
was considered and agreed to. 


PUNISHMENT OF CRIME. 


On motion, it was 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, requesting the return of the bill toamendan act 
entitled ** An act for the punishment of crimes in the Dis 
trict of Columbia.”’ 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire to take up a bill 
which | am sure will not give rise to any debate: 
if it does | will consent that it shall lie over. It 
is a bill of the justice of which I am perfectly sat- 
isfied from a personal knowledge of the facts in 
the case, and one in regard to which the commit- 
tee has made a decidedly favorable report. It is 


a bill reported from the Committee on Claims, for 


| the relief of Richard Fitzpatrick. 


Mr. DAVIS. It seems to me there is scarcely 

a sufficient number of Senators present to legislate 

upon topics of that character; I therefore move 
that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the Senator from 

Massachusetts will withdraw that motion, to allow 

| me to move to proceed tg the consideration of Ex - 
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ecutive business. 


I will state that there is some 
business of an urgent character to be attended to, 
which will occupy but a few moments, 

Mr. DAVIS. IL withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion of the Senator 
from Florida, then, comes under consideration. 

Mr. MALLORY. I withdraw it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I now move to proceed to 
the consideration of Executive business. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
réopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpary, June 2h, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron I’. Morean. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate acommunication from the Secretary of the 


Navy, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate, a report of Lieutenant Charles H. 
Davis, the officer charged with the superintend- 


American Nautical Almanac; which 
was ordered to be laid on the table and printed. 

LEASING OF ISLANDS ON THE PACIFIC. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, a copy of an agreement entered into 
by him on behalf of the United States with Alex- 
ander G, Abell, by which Mr. Abell is to take 
possession of the [sland of Santa Cruz, on the 
coast of California, in the name of the United 
States, and to hold and enjoy it fora year. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to make some remarks 
on this subject before submitting the motion to 
refer the report and accompanying documents to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

This system of leasing the property of the 
United States, so far as my knowledge extends, 
originated in California. 1 have no knowledge of 
any exercise of that power by the Executive De- 
partment of the Government except in that State. 
About five years ago the limits of the city of San 
Francisco were largely increased by General 
Kearny, who issued an order or edict giving to 
the corporate authorities all the lands, or water 
lots, in front of what was then the town of San 
I’rancisco. General Kearny had no authority to 
make such a disposition of that property; but, 
under this order, very important interests grew 
up, and the principal business portion of the city 
is now situated on this grant. 

At the same time he reserved for Government 
purposes several squares of the ground—twelve in 
number, | believe. Near three years ago, a mili- 
tary officer having the control of the Government 
there, leased out these reserves—which had in the 
mean time become very valuable—ata merely nom- 
inal sum, for the period of ten years. As soon as 
I ascertained that such disposition of this prop- 
erty was in contemplation, I denounced it publicly 
there, being in the country at the time; and I 
stated, that if elected to the Senate, being a candi- 
date for that office, | would do all in my power to 
have these leases, if made, annulled. 

To show that this is not the first time I have 
acted in this matter, I will bring to the notice of 
the Senate what | said near eighteen months ago, 
on the subject of these leases. On the 8th of Jan- 
uary, 1851, the subject under discussion being a 
bill to establish a board of commissioners to settle 
claims in California, the Senator from Missouri— 
not now_a member of this body, [Mr. Benton|— 
proposed a substitute to my bill, and which con- 
tained an unconditional grant to the city, of the 
land given to San Francisco by General Kearny, 
and also these reservations, except so much of 
them as was needed for public purposes. Here 
is what [ then said, as Quoted from the National 
Intelligencer: 


ence of the 


“Tn the same section, all the Government reserves, ex- 
cept such as shall be needed for military purposes, or ne- 
cessary public buildings, are granted to the city of San 
Francisco. Lam in favor of this, also, with the reservation 
that private rights shall not be infringed upon by this grant. 


A portion of these reserves has been leased for the period | 


of ten years, by officers of the United States Government, 
during the de facto governmentof General Riley. 1 was 
opposed to these leases; and was, and am, of the opinion 
that they never should have been made. I denounced 


| 
} 


them when [ heard they were in contemplation, and noti- | 


fied the parties interested that, if elected to the Senate, T 
should exert myself to have them annulled. On my arrival 
in Utis city, nearly a year ago, I applied to the Seerctary 


} 


ot War to annul these leases. | urged him to act promptly, 
that he parties interested might vot have time to dispose of 
their interestin the same for a valuable consideration, to 


persons ignorant of the transaction, who would have an | 


equitable claim upon the Government for protection. My 
representauious were unliecded, and I am now informed 
that many hundreds of persons have made improvements 


on these reserves, aud have expended vast suims of money | 


in making these unprovements.”? 


I delivered this speech on the 8th of January, 
185i. At that time, | was entirely ignorant that 
the leases which had been made, by a military offi- 
cer, for a mere nominal sum of $3,000, when, if 
put up at auctioa, they might have been leased for 
$300,000, had been confirmed by the Secretary of 
the Interior. | have not the document now before 
me; but the Secretary of the Interior, in the re- 
cess, I believe, between the long and the short 
session of the last Congress, did ratify these 
leases; without giving notice of the fact at the next 
session of Congress, through his report to the 
President, to be laid before Congress. The leas- 
ing of these lands for a long number of years, or 
of confirming leases made by a military officer, 
was an important act, and I knew nothing of it 
until it was brought to my attention on my return 
to California, a year ago last spring. 1 was at 
first incredulous upon the subject, until the act of 
the Secretary was shown to me. One session of 
Congress has passed since the leases were con- 
firmed, and we are now in the midst of another, 
and this official act of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior has not been laid before us. 

As I said, very important interests have grown 
up in consequence of the act of General Kearny, in 
the making of these leases, and some of the most 
important legislation of the State of California has 
resulted from them. Charges of the most injuri- 
ous character have been brought against individu- 
als,on account of the disposition which has thus 
been made of the property of the United States. 
1 now come to the lease of the Island of Santa 
Cruz. There are two members of this body, and 
two members of the House of Representatives, 
who are presumed, from the position which they 
occupy, to have some knowledge of what will pro- 
mote the interests of the State of California, and 
protect the public property there; butso faras my 
knowledge extends, not one of the delegation from 
that State were consulted in regard to this matter. 
Incidentally it came to the knowledge of my col- 
league, and, if | am not mistaken, he disapproves 
of the act of the Secretary. None of the rest of 
the delegation knew anything of it. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 will state, that the Secre- 
tary of the Interior did ask my advice on this 
subject, and I advised against leasing that island, 


either to an individual or any set of individuals; | 


but that if the island was wholly unoccupied, I said 


that the best course would be to send some of the | 
officers of the Army of the United States, then on 


the Pacific coast, along with a revenue cutter, 
that they might make a reconnoissance of the island 
and report to the Department, and then the De- 
partment would be able to act understandingly on 
the subject. But I was utterly opposed to leasing 
that island to any person for any purpose. [ 
thought the Department should have the facts in 
its possession. I never knew anything of the 
lease until after it was made. 

Mr. GWIN. When I ascertained that the 
island had been leased, I collected all the informa- 
tion I could in regard to it, from the Coast Survey, 
which I shall publish, having learned that some 
of its officers had been taking some observations 
there. It contains some forty-seven thousand acres 
of land, and has a very good harbor, as good as 
that of Santa Barbara, and fine water. It is situ- 
ated not a great distance from the coast—about 
fourteen miles from Santa Barbara: 

Orrice Coast Survey, ? 
Wasnineron, June 19, 1852. § 

Dear Sir: Our information is somewhat meager in re- 
gard to Santa Cruz Island. It averages twenty-one miles 
in lengih, three and a half miles in breadth. is sixteen miles 
from the main Jand, and contains seventy-three and one 


half square miles, or about forty-seven thousand acres. 
Prisoners’ Harbor is a good anchorage in the summer 
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P.S. The sailing directions forthe anchorages at Sant 
Cruz, San Simeon, and San Luis Obispo, as they » 
open roadsteads, are comprised in a few words. During 
the summer months, say from April to November, anchor 
at any convenient distance from ihe shore; but in the win 
ter, anchor far enough out so as to be able to clear the land 
to the westward, should a southeaster come up and render 
it necessary to slip and go to sea. 


are only 


In regard to the title, there is no human beine 
in the world who disputes that of the United 
States. It is included within the boundaries of 
one of the counties of California. In regard to 
the fear expressed in the communication of the 
Secretary, that the subjects of some foreign Goy- 
ernment, or some adventurers from our own coun. 
try, may get possession of the island, and give 
some trouble, 1 look upon as simply ridiculous, 
What foreign Government would come within 
fifieen or twenty miles of our coast to take posses- 
sion of an undisputed portion of our possessions? 
What benefit is it to the United States, that an 
individual should gain the exclusive privilege of 
taking possession of near fifty thousand acres of 
the public domain, when the right of property of 
the United States there is as safe as in this city— 
in this building? It is said that the island is not 
occupied. Neither are the heights of Sierra Ne- 
vada, or the Rocky Mountains; and are we in 
danger of losing possession of that portion of the 
public domain because it is not occupied? I wil] 
not discuss this subject further at this time. | be- 
lieve, from what we have seen in the city of San 
Francisco, that this initiatory step will lead to dif- 
ficulty; and therefore I conceived it to be my duty 
to bring the subject immediately before the Sen- 
ate; and I intend to make the motion to refer the 
communication to the Committee on Public Lands, 
with a view to have the lease declared null and 
void, and thus put a stop to this mode of disposing 
of the public domain of the United States by the 
Executive Department of the Government with- 
out-authority of law, 

As to speculators being thwarted, as the Sec- 
retary says, by this act of his, 1 beg leave to differ 
with him. I look upon the speculation as all on 
the other side. I look upon this thing of giving 
one individual a lease for near fifty thousand 
acres of the public domain on an island in one of 
the most delightful latitudes in the world, with a 
perpetual spring, a good harbor, and a very plen- 
tiful supply of water, as one of the most mam- 
moth speculations of the day. Any one conver- 
sant with the public sentiment in California at 
this time, must know that there are thousands 
and tens of thousands of Chinese in that State, 
and going there, who are or may be prohibited 
from working in the mines, and an individual 
having such an island as this leased from the Gov- 
vernment could, under the authority of that lease, 
induee them to go and settle there with him, and 
might thus collect thousands of these persons, 
and build up acommunity and interests which 
we may be bound to respect. The anxiety of the 
Secretary to put a stop to speculation by thus 
leasing the public domain to an individual, and 
thereby keeping citizens of the United States 
from going there, it seems to me, is founded in 
error, and may prove highly mischievous. I do 
not im) agn the motives of any one connected 
with this transaction. I say there is no authority 
of law for the exercise of such a power, and it is 
a dangerous exercise of power to lease the public 
domain without authority of law. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask a question for information? When was 
the lease first made? 

Mr.GWIN. Within a week orten days. The 
moment I heard of it, Lintroduce@ the resolution. 
I want, before anything is done under this law, 


| that Congress may act to show the individual that 


months, and is referred to by Lieutenant Commanding Alden | 


in his sailing directions, as per paper marked A. 


It is probable that some additional information will be 
received from Lieutenant Alden, on his return from his | 


second trip down the coast. 
Yours, &c., ISAAC J. STEVENS, 
Assistant in charge of Office. 


Hon. Wittiam M. Gwin, United States Senate. 


N. B.—I inclose two sketches—“ B”’ showing Santa || 
Cruz Island and Santa Barbara Channel, and “‘C”’ Prison- | 


er’s Harbor. 


he has no power under it to take possession of 

this island. I therefore move that the communi- 

cation be referred to‘the Committee on Public 

Lands, and be printed for the use of the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented five petitions of citi- 
zens of Illinois, praying that the bill now pending 
before Congress, commonly known as the ‘* home- 
stead bill,’? may become a law; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 


| of New York; a petition of citizens of Milwau- 
|| kie, Wisconsin; and a petition of citizens of Cosh- 
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the * homestead bill,’’? may become a law; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a memorial of as- 
sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in 
Cumberland county, Maine, praying to be allowed 
additional compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GWIN presented a memorial of officers of 


a committee, appointed by the citizens of Sacra- | 


mento, to procure and disburse funds for the relief 


of emigrants by land to California, praying that | 


William Waldo may be remunerated for his ser- 
vices and expenses in behalf of those emigrants; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented five petitions of citizens of 


Wheeling, Virginia, praying that the bill now | 
vending before Congress, commonly known as | 


the ** homestead bill,’? may become a law; which 
were referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Groveland, Mich- 
igan, praying that the bill now pending before 


Congress, commonly known as the ‘* homestead || 


pill,” may become a law; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, seven petitions of citizens of the city and 


county of Philadelphia, protesting against any dis- 
position of the public lands except in limited quan- | 
tities to actual settlers; which were referred to the | 


Committee on Public Lands. 
SEAMEN’S PROTECTIONS AND SHIP’S AP- 
PRENTICES. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 


to inquireinto the expediency of abolishing the law which 
requires seamen to obtain protections; and, also, into the 
expediency of requiring vessels employed in the foreign and 


coasting trade, to provide themselves with one of more ap- | 


prentices. 
THE ALANTHUS TREE. 


Mr. WALKER, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution 
for the removal of the alanthus trees from the pub- 
lic grounds and streets of the city of Washington; 
which was read a first and second time by its title 
and referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed a bill to protect actual set- 
tlers upon the land on the line of the Central Rail- 
road and branches, by granting preémption rights 
thereto; which was read a first and second time 


by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. BROOKE, it was 


Ordered, That the representatives of William Scott, de- 
ceased, have leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 
LINES OF MAIL STEAMERS. 


On motion by Mr. RUSK, that fifteen hundred 
additional copies of the report of the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, in relation to 
the establishment of lines of mail steamers be- 
tween certain ports in the United States, and be- 
tween the United States and foreign countries, be 
printed for the use of the Senate, it was 

Ordered, That the motion be referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memorial 
of Theodore Whitney, praying to be allowed to 
change the location of a tract of land, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
and that he have leave to withdraw his memorial; 
which was agreed to. 


APPOINTMENT OF A TRUSTEE. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the me- 
morial of Stephen Caldwell, praying for special 
powers of sale and settlement, on behalf of the 
heirs of Joseph Ball, within the District of Co- 
lumbia, have-directed me to report a joint resolu- 
tion appointing a trustee for the estate of Joseph 
Bal!, deceased. 

The resolution was read a first time, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 


octon county, Ohio, praying that the bill now || 
sending before Congress, commonly known as | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to consider the resolution at this 


| -time. I presume there will be no objection to it. 


| ‘The resolution is of such a character that | do not 
| Suppose there will be any objection to it, 
rhe joint resolution was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
|, It declares: That whereas Joseph Ball departed 
this life in the city of Philadelphia, in the year 
1821, intestate, and without issue, and seized of 
| certain real estate in the District of Columbia; 
|| and whereas the heirs-at-law of said deceased are 
exceedingly numerous, and reside in different and 
|, widely-separated parts of the country, in conse- 
|, quence of which it is almost impossible to obtain 
their names or their co6peration in any proceeding 
for the division or sale of such real estate; and 
whereas much of the estate has already been sold 
for the payment of taxes, and lost, in conse- 
quence, by adverse possession, and the residue is 
in danger of loss, unless some one shall be ap- 
pointed trustee for said heirs, and be authorized 
to represent them in any legal proceedings: it is, 
therefore, Resolved, That it shall and may be law- 
ful for Stephen Caldwell, administrator of the es- 
tate of Joseph Ball, deceased, or for his success- 
ors in said administration, to sell, either at public 
or private sale, for the best price that can be ob- 
tained, any real estate in the District of Columbia 
which descended from Joseph Ball to his heirs-at- 
law at the time of his death; and, as trustee for 
said heirs, to make all such contracts and deeds 
as may be proper or necessary for the recovery 
and sale of the property; and also to represent the 
heirs in any proceedings in law or equity which it 
may be necessary to institute, prosecute, or de- 
fend, in order to maintain the lawful rights of the 
|, heirs of the property: Provided, That Stephen 
Caldwell, and his successors in the administration, 
shall first give a bond, with sufficient security, to 
be approved by the orphans’ court of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, conditioned for the faithful per- 
|| formance of the trust. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. I move to amend the bill so 
as to confine the power to sell at public sales. | 
therefore move to strike out the word ‘‘ either,’’ 
and the words “or private,’’ so that the resolution 
will convey power ‘to sell at public sales.”’ I 
will merely state that this property lies in the Dis- 
| trict, and 1s going to waste. There is no guardian 
for it, and none can be appointed under the law 
as it now stands. This resolution proposes to 
appoint Mr. Caldwell a trustee to take charge of 
the property, under the direction of the orphans’ 
court, and to dispose of it for the benefit of the 
heirs. He is the administrator and the confiden- 
tial friend of the deceased. I understand from the 
| Senator from Pennsylvania, that he is one of the 
| most honest of men—a man of wealth residing in 
|| the city of Philadelphia; and his sole object is, to 
| take charge of this property, and dispose of it for 
| the benefit of the ae they being scattered all 
|| over the country, and the property going to waste. 
Some of it has been sold for taxes, and in a few 
|| years, | understand, it will be worth nothing, un- 
|! less something of this kind is done. 
| Mr. BADGER. I should like to inquire of the 
Senator from Illinois, from what committee this 
|, joint resolution comes? 
|| Mr.SHtELDS. From the Committee on the 
|| District of Colambia. 
| Mr. BADGER. It seems to me that it in- 
| 
} 
| 
| 
' 


i 


principles than my friend seems to suppose. I 
apprehend that we are now proposing to enter into 
an entire new scene of legislation, to undertake 
by law to aPpoint guardians or trustees for par- 
ticular estates, or under particular circumstances. 
I dare say this gentleman is everything my friend 
from Pennsylvania represents him to be—a very 
worthy, honorable and correct man—a man of 
fortune, who will do everything that is right and 
proper in the premises. And no doubt a great 
many such men could be found. But the difficulty 
is, in Congress undertaking by law to appoint.a 
particular man the guardian or trustee of a particu- 
lar estate of a particular individual. It is in its 
nature a judicial power. Itis one which I believe 
we have not been in the habit of exercising. I 
know no instance in which we have done it. I 
think it is not exercised by the State Legislatures, 
| and their authority over this subject is quite as 
|| large as ours. I would suggest that this would be 
| setting an evil example. If the powers of the 


| volves much much more serious and important 
' 
| 
| 
} 
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courts of this District are not sufficient to provide 
for cases of this kind, let a law be passed enlarging 
those powers. Something, [ dare say, would 
be proper. But I hope, at all events, that this 
resolution will be allowed to lie over. I think it 
too serious an innovation upon the practice of the 
Government to be hastily acted on. 

Mr. SHIELDS. After I state the facts, per- 
haps my honorable friend from North Carolina 
will be able to present some mode of accomplish- 
ing the object. I have consulted with some of the 
lawyers of this District in relation to the matter, 
and they can furnish no other mode. Mr. Ball 
departed this life in Philadelphia, intestate. Mr. 
Caldwell was his friend, and I believe his partner, 
engaged in the same business, and administered 
upon his estate. Real estate was found to belong 
to the deceased in the District of Columbia, but 
all the heirs could not be found. Some of them 
are in one State, some in another, and some are 
unknown. They are very numerous. The court 
here could not appoint a guardian, and had no 
power to appoint a trustee; so that the property 
is without any protection or guardianship what- 
ever. Now the question is, how the property is 
to be taken care of under these circumstances. 
The courts in this District, I understand, have no 
power whatsoever to appoint a guardian in the 
absence of heirs who are unknown, I have con- 
sulted with some lawyers of the District in relation 
to the subject, and they tell me that this course 
was pursued before, and that there is no other 
way of preserving this property from waste, dilap- 
idation, and destruction. 

Mr. WELLER. Why can we not pass a 
single law autiorizing the orphans’ court to take 
the necessary steps to preserve this estate? It 
seems to me that is all that is necessary. 

Mr. BADGER. Make a law in reference to 
all cases similarly situated. 

Mr. WELLER. Or lJetus make a general law, 
investing the orphans’ court of this District with 
authority. to take all necessary steps in order to 
preserve the estates of distant or absent heirs, 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would state that the only 
objection to that course is, that this gentleman, 
who has taken upon himself the management of 
this estate, is a man of character and standing, and 
has the interest of the orphans more at heart than 
the court can have; and at the same time, he can 
do nothing without the consent of the court, 

Mr. WELLER. That is an excellent reason 
why the orphans’ court should appoint him to 
take charge of it. 

Mr. COOPER. I am not advised of all the 
facts in reference to this case; but I understand 
that Mr. Caldwell consulted counsel both in Phil- 
adelphia and here, and that he was advised to this 
course; and a bill substantially the same, if not 
the very same, as that which is now proposed, 
was advised. Heis a man of the very highest 
character. I understand that this property is not 
only deteriorating, but that a great portion of it 
has already been disposed of for taxes, and that 
more of it will speedily be disposed of, unless some 
such provision is made. I hope that if there be 
no constitutional objection in the way, this joint 
resolution may be passed, investing the adminis- 
trator with the necessary power to preserve this 

vroperty for the heirs, who, as my itriend from 
llinois has said, are scattered all oves the Union, 
and some of them are unknown to,the adminis- 
trator, and to those in charge of the personal estate. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, lb do not think 
there is any objection to the general principle of 
this resolution. On the contrary, it seems to me 
that the honorable gentleman from Itinois shows 
a strong case for legislative interference, but I do 
think that the objection raised by my friend from 
North Carolina, is very substantial in its character, 
that we should not legislate a,particular individual 

into a trusteeship. That tga matter for inquiry 
and consideration on the bearing of evidence by a 
court, and should be settled in court. It would, 
therefore, seem to me to be much better to leave 
that matter open to the judgment and discretion 

' of the court. In the next place, I thought there 
was another defect in the joint resolution as pro- 
posed by the Senator from Illinois. He proposes 
to give the power to sell. The power to convey 

is perhaps implied, but usually in such laws as I 

have seen, there is an express power given to séll, 

and the power aiso granted to convey by deed, or 
to execute deeds throughout, by signing, sealing, 
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and acknowledging. 
think that if such a law does not exist in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, it is quite time that one should 
and it would be much better to refer this 
bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, and let that 
committee bring in a suitable bill covering this 
case exactly 

Mr. BADGER. 
rroper course, 

Mr. SHIELDS, Then I will make that mo- 
tion; and, in the mean time, I will suggest an ob- 
jection made to me by a very able lawyer of this 
city on that very point; and that is, the impropri- 
ety of giving to the orphans’ court of this District, 
power of appointing a guardian or trustee in the 


SE 
exist; 


Certainly, that would be the 


nbsence of heira—— 

Mr. WELLER. Without notice? 

Mr. SHIELDS. Without notice, or with 
(what is tantamount to no notice) notice through 
the public newspapers, to heirs, some of whom 
may live in California, some in Oregon, and 
some in Illinois, &c. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the gentleman permit me 
to make another ‘suggestion to him? [think no 
euch authority should ever be assumed, unless on 
the application of some of the heirs. They might 
get the authority from the court by applying to 
the court for it. ‘That should be the provision. 
And then the mode of giving notice should be 
prescribed by the law, and the parties should be 
{ think that if the 
Senator from Illinois will consent to refer his bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, he will getone 
of that deser!ption. : 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then I move to refer the bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. And I shall 
depend on my friend from North Carolina to 

ard the law in such a way that there may be 
no fraud committed in this District under it. | 

Mr. BADGER. 
Iilmois, that I 


ot authority. 


held to a conformance with it. 


l beg to say to mv friend from 
cannot accept any such devolution 
I cannot stand as a supporter of any 
such expectation—to pass a law 80 as y prevent 
never passed from the beginning 
of the world to this day. 


Such a law was 


‘The motion to refer was agreed to. 
LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 

The Senate res imed, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the bill to release from 
reservation and restore to the mass of public lands 
certain fands in the State of Arkansas; and, 

On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 

Ordered, Thatit be recommitied to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

MICHIGAN SALINE LANDS. 


On the motion of Mr. FELCH, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to the con- 
sideration of the bill to extend the time for select- 
ing lands granted to the State of Michigan for 
saline purposes. It provides that the time for 
selecting lands for saliné purposes, granted to the 
State of Michigan by virtue of the fourth sub- 
division of the first section of the act of June 23d, 
1836, be extended to January Ist, 1854; and the 
lands so selected previous to the day last men- 
tioned shall be granted to that State for the same 
purposes, and on the same conditions, and with 
the like effect as if the same had been selected and 
confirmed within the time limited by the act of 
1836 

Mr. FELCH. I desire to offer an amendment as 
i substitute for this bill. Itis made necessary to 
propose ap amendment on account of information 
received from the Department on the subject, vary- | 
ing the previous statements concerning the facts 
with regard to the selection of the land. The se- 
lection of the salt spring lands, granted to the 
State of Michigan, in common with the ofher new 
States, was made by the Governor of the State 
according to law, and returned to the General Land 
Office in 1836. It was the intention of the De- 
partment, and such I believe was its act, toconfirm 
these selections. Subsequently, however, it ap- 
peared that a portion of them had been taken up 
by individuals, and therefore a title could not be 
made; and so it was reported to the Senate, upon 
the call of a committee, that there was a deficien- | 
cy of twelve sections. Theact of the Department 
confirming these selections was afterwards rescind- 
ed. It now appears, however, that a mistake was 
made at the Department in copying the lists, and 


Now, sir, I am inclined to 


confirmed, were really open to selection and con- 
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iia _June 22, 


ees ee 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman can make 


firmation, and the State would have had the title | his motion again. 


to them, but for the subsequent action of the De- 
partment. In making a copy of the list, one of 
the clerks, in the first instance, placed upon his 
list the sections upon which the salt springs were 
located: then the lands which were selected for 
salt springs, and in carrying down the columns, 
an error was made. The lands were in another 
township, but in carrying down the columns they 
were put in the sametownship with thesalt springs. 
‘There was thus an error in the township. This 
fact being ascertained, the Department has pre- 
pared a substitute for this bill, which simply con- 
firms to the State of Michigan the lands which 
were originally selected for salt springs under the 
act, and to which it is entitled, no person having 
as yet entered those lands. All we now ask is,a 
confirmation of those lands. The same thing 
could have been obtained by a reselection or relo- 
cation of the lands, but the time having expired 
within which those selections could be made, the 
Department now recommends, as the easiest way 
of securing the rights of all parties, simply to con- 
firm the locations originally made. I therefore 
offer a substitute for the bill, which is to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and insert the follow- 


| ing: 


‘That the selection and location by the State of Michigan 
of the lands iying in said State, described as sections num 
bers 2, 3,4, 5,8, 9,10, 11, 14,15, 21 and 22, in township 
seven north, of range fourteen east, heretofore made under 


Mr. ALLISON. I renew my motion. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I hope the House wi] 
vote it down, and allow gentlemen to make 
speeches in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Upon the motion to 
adjourn I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Srepiens, of 
Georgia, and Stanton, of Tennessee were ap- 
pointed. 

The question being taken, the tellers reported 
that there were—ayes 69, noes 26. 

Mr. COBB. Lask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 7 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I move that the House 
| resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I ask the unanimous con- 

sent of the House to withdraw from the files of 
| the House the petition and accompanying papers 
| of H. P. Babcock. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to any 
| business being done until we ascertain whether 
| there is a quorum present. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair decides that there 

is no quorum present. 

Mr. MEADE. [I rise to a question of order, 
[t seems to me that the House, by the vote just 


and by virtue of the fourth proposition contained in the | taken, decided to adjourn. 


first section of an act entitled “An act supplementary to 
the act entitled ‘An act to establish the northern boundary 
line of the State of Ohio, and to provide for the admission 


| of the State of Michigan into the Union on certain condi 


tions,’ approved June 23d, 1636,’ be and the same are hereby 
recognized as valid and confirmed to said State in lieu of 


| twelve other sections, which were incorrectly noted as 


confirmations under said act, by reason of an erroneous 
interpretation given at the General Land Office to the ori 
ginal list of selections. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, the amend- 


| ' nt || ment was concurred in, and the bill was ordered 
the commission of any and all frauds under it. | 


to be engrossed for a third reading. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, June 21, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 

The SPEAKER. 
is the motion to lay upon the table House bill No. 
280, making grants of land to aid in the construc- 
tion of railroads and for other purposes. 

Mr. ALLISON. As there are many absent 
from this side of the House, and as it is improper 


Prayer 


| for us to proceed with business in the present thin 


state of the House, I move that we adjourn. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to make a suggestion 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who made 


the motion to adjourn. 


Mr. ALLISON. 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I agree with the gentleman 
that itis improper for us to vote upon anything 
relating to the business of the House, when so 
many members are absent; and should any such 
motion be pressed, I would vote to adjourn 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] permit me to make 


I will withdraw for a mo- 





| a suggestion? 


Mr. HOUSTON. I am perfectly willing the 
gentleman shall make it. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. There Ije upon the 


| Speaker’s table some territorial bills, which should 
| be taken up and ected upon. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The House will not take 
them up. I was about to ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Auttson,] who made the mo- 


| tion to adjourn, to withdraw it, and let us go into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and make speeches, but take no vote. I will vote 
to adjourn at any moment, should any gentleman 
propose to takea vote upon any bill. [am willing 
to go into the Committee of the Whole, for I think 
this course would be a harmless one, and would 
be useful in the economy of time. Speeches are 
to be made, and will be made, and there are suffi- 


| cient members present to hear them. 


The business first in order, || 


The tellers reported—ayes 69, noes 26; and then 
| the yeas and nays were demanded. 

The SPEAKER. Before the decision was an- 

nounced, the motion to adjourn was withdrawn. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move that 
| the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. OLDS demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order. It has been proposed to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to make speeches. I wish to know if less 
than a quorum can go into committee? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already deci- 
ded that the only motion in order, under the rule, 
is a motion to adjourn, or for a call of the House. 

| Mr. OLDS. I withdraw the call for the yeas 
| and nays. 
The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and it was decided in the affirmative. 
So the House adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing at twelve o’clock. 
PETITIONS. &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
| under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
i By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from George Web- 

ster, and other citizens of Steubenville, for a canal around 
| the Falls of the Ohio, on the Indiana side of the Ohio river. 

By Mr. ROBIE: A petition fora mail route from Savona, 
Steuben county, New York, by Bradford, to Tyrone, in said 

| county. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Stephen Bald- 
win & Co. and many other mereantile firms in Philadel- 

| phia, asking Congress to provide for deepening the ship 
channel at the mouth of the Mississippi. 

By Mr. FLORtNCE: The memorial of Caleb F. Clarke, 
| Peter Hinkles, John Levering, and 22 other citizens of 
*hiladelphia, praying Congress to pass a law to give one 
hundred and sixty acres of fand to soldiers of the war of 
1812, the Indian wars, &e. 

By Mr. FITCH: Six petitions from sundry citizens of 
| Cass and adjoming counties, Indiana, asking a grant of land 
| in aid of the construction of the New Castle and Richmond 


| and the Lake Michigan, Logansport and Ohio river rail- 
roads 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The memorial of David Cooper, P. 
P. Furber, and Martin leavitt, committee appointed by 

| the board of trustees of Cottage Grove Academy, Minne- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| sota, praying a grant of land for the establishment and main- 


! 


| 


| tenance of that institution. 


| 

IN SENATE. 

| Turspay, June 22, 1852. 

| Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morean. 


Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Ross county, Ohio, praying an extension of the 
| time for locating Virginia military bounty land 
| warrants; which was ordered to be laid on the 
| table. 
| Mr. BROOKE presented the petition of Harris 
| Hill, on behalf of himself and the heirs and legal 
representatives of William Scott, deceased, pray- 
ing remuneration for a tract of land granted to the 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn--|| deceased by the Spanish Government, and sold 


| sylvania withdrew his motion to hear a single | by the United States as public land; which was 
that the lands which were originally selected and || suggestion. 


| referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
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Mr. RUSK. I have been charged with a me- 
morial of the Board of Visitors, appointed to 
attend the examination of the Military Academy 
at West Point, to which I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Committee on Military Affairs. The 
memorialists say, that it is not in view of that in- 
atitution, simply as a college of learning belonging 
to a State, or to a section of the United States, 
that they invoke the attention and extended pat- 
ronage of Congress, but rather as a national in- 
stitution, composed of cadets selected by the Gen- 
eral Government itself from each of the States in 
a justly-regulated proportion of number; and 
though representing, as they do, ali the geograph- 
ical sections of the Union, they cordially unite in 
this petition. The memorialists conclude by rec- 
ommending that the number of cadets be increased 
by an addition of sixty-two—that is, one for each 
Senator in Congress; that the whole term of edu- 
cation be extended to five years; that tothe present 
course of studies be added ancient and modern 
history, physiology, elocution, and belles-lettres, 
book-keeping, 80 far as may be necessary for fis- 
cal accounts and army papers; the concordance of 


natural and revealed religion, and the evidences of || 
I move that the memorial be re- | 


Christianity. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Ann Van 
Wart and Samuel B. Van Wart, children and 
heirs-at-law of William Van Wart, praying to be 
allowed arrears of pension and bounty land which 
they allege their father was entitled to for services 
as a soldier during the revolutionary war; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Mary Martin, formerly 


widow of Robert Lindsay, praying remuneration | 
fora slave captured by the enemy during the last | 


war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of the city of 
New York, protesting against any disposition of 
the public lands except in limited quantities to 
actual settlers; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motioif to printone 


thousand five hundred additional copies of the re- | 


port of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, in relation to the establishment of lines of 
mail steamers between certain ports in the United 
States and between the United States and foreign 
countries, submitted a report in favor thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the resolution of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the city of New 
York, relating to the removal of the sand bars at 
the mouth of the Mississippi, submitted an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was agreed to. 





He also, from the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads, to which was recommitted the 
adverse report on the petition of Joseph Nock, 
praying remuneration for losses sustained in con- 
sequence of the violation of a contract for supply- 
ing the Post Office Department with locks, sub- 
mitted a resolution referring the papers in the 
above case to the Solicitor of the ‘l'reasury, and 
requesting that he will examine the case thorough- 
ly, and report the reason for which said contract 
was abrogated by the Post Office Department, and 
whether it was or was not in consequence of the 
failure of the said Nock to comply with the said 
contract on his part; what sum the said Nock is 
legally or equitably entitled to in case the said 
contract was abrogated, without any failure on the 
part of said Nock to comply with the same; and 
that the Solicitor of the ‘Treasury be authorized 
to take such legal evidence as the said Nock may 
offer on his own behalf, and also to notify the 
Postmaster General to furnish any evidence which 
may be in his power touching the same, and to 
report the result of his proceedings, together with 
his recommendation, to the Senate at its session 
in December next. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- 


to. 


. . . | 
ceeded to consider the resolution, and it was agreed | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on || 
indian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial || 
of Holata Emathla, and other Seminole chiefs, |! 
asking compensation for services rendered during || 


Sa ae 


| the Florida war, submitted a report, accompanied 
| by a bill, for the payment of certain Seminole war- 

riors in the military. service of the United States; 
| which was read and passed to the second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the Committee on Manufactures, 
to which was referred the petition of John Pope 
and others, citizens of Tennessee, praying that 
certain expenses attending the exhibition of Amer- 
ican goods at the Industrial Fair, held in London, 
may be defrayed by the United States, reported 
adversely thereon. 
| Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations, to which was referred so much of the 
| message of the President of the United States, of 
the llth June, 1852, as recommends the use of the 
military to repel hostile incursions made within 
| the United States, on the frontiers of New Mex- 
| ico, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
| sideration thereof, and that it be referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs; which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial and 
documents in relation to the claim of John Walker 
to a pension and bounty land for services during 
| the late war with Great Britain, asked to be dis- 
| charged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that they be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions; which was agreed to. 


DISTURBANCES ON THE RIO GRANDE. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
| cate tothe Senate, copies of all orders and instructions 

issued to the officers of the United States upon the Rio 
Graade during the recent disturbances in that quarter, to 
gether with copies of any opinions of the Attorney General, 
| Which may have accompanied the same. 
i BILL PASSED. 

The engrossed bill to extend the time for select- 
ing lands granted to the State of Michigan for 
saline purposes, was read a third time, and, the 
title having been amended, on motion of Mr. Fretcu, 
it was passed as follows : 

**‘ An act to confirm to the State of Michigan cer- 
tain lands selected for saline purposes.”’ 


CORKECTION OF A REPORT. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I rise to correctaslight 
| mistake of the stenographers. In the remarks 
which [ made the other day on the subject of in- 
ventors, in referring to steamboats, | used the 
name of James Rumsey, in connection with the 
names of Fitch and Fulton. In the report, the 
name of James Rumsey was omitted. Thereare, 
among my constituents, some of his descendants, 
| and 1 should not like to have it appear in print, 
| that in connection with that subject [ had omitted 
| to mention the name of their ancestor, who was, 
I believe, the first man on earth that ever propelled 
a boat by the power of steam, which he did, in 
1784, on the Potomac river, at Sheperdstown, in 
the State of Virginia. 


RE-EXPORTATION OF GOODS TO MEXICO. 

The bill authorizing imported goods, wares, and 
merchaniise, entered and bonded for warehousing 
in pursuance of law, to be exported by routes to 
ports or places in Mexico, was read asecond time 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
it provides that any imported goods in the original 
packages which shall have been duly entered and 
bonded in pursuance of the warehousing act of 
August 6th, 1846, may be withdrawn from ware- 
house at any time within two years from the ori- 
ginal importation for immediate exportation, with- 


the act aforesaid, to Chihuahua, in Mexico,.by 
the routes designated by the first section of the act 
of March 3d, 1845, or by such other routes as 
may be designated by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; and that any imported merchandise, duly 
entered and bonded at Point Isabel, in the collec- 
tion district of Brazos de Santiago, or imported 
and bonded at any other portof the United States 
and transported thence in bond, and duly reware- 
| housed at Point Isabel, in pursuance of the pro- 

visions of the warehousing law of August 6th, 
1846, may be withdrawn from warehouse at any 
time within two years from the date of original 
importation, for immediate exportation, without 
payment of duties under the provisions of the ware- 
housing act aforesaid, to ports and places in Mexico 
by land and water, or partly by land and partly by 


out peyment of duties, under the provisions of | 
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water, on such routes as may be designated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. [t further provides that 
any imported merchandiseduly entered and bonded 
in the United States, may be withdrawn from 
warehouse at any time within two years from the 
date of importation, without payment of duties, 
in pursuance of the provisions of the act of Au- 
gust 6th, 1846, for immediate exportation for San 
Fernando, Paso del Norte, and Chihuahua, in 
Mexico, through the port of La Vaca, in the col- 
lection district of Saluria, in the State of ‘Texas, 
and be transhipped iniand thence to San Antonio, 
and from the latter place to the aforesaid destina- 
tions in Mexico, either by way of Eagle Pass, the 
Presidio del Norte, and San Elizario, all on the 
Rio Grande; and the Secretary is authorized to 
prescribe such regulations, not inconsistent with 
law, as he may deem. proper and necessary re- 
specting the packing, marking, Inspection,’ and 
proof of due delivery at foreign destinations, of 
the exports so authorized. It further provides 
that the Secretary of the Treasury shall appoint 
inspectors of the customs, to reside at San An- 
tonio, Eagle Pass, the Presido del Norte, and San 
Elizario, or such other points on the routes as he 
may designate, not exceeding four in number, 
who shall each receive an annual salary of $250, 
and who shall make a report semi-annually to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of all the trade that 
passes under their inspection; and also, that no 
roods, wares, or merchandise exported out of the 
limits of the United States, according to the pro- 
visions of this act, shall be again voluntarily landed 
or brought into the United States, or on being so 
landed or brought, they shall be forfeited; and 
every person concerned in their voluntary landing 
or bringing, shall be liable to the penalty of $400. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, the Senate 
have already passed a bill embracing substantially 
the principles contained in this bill, with one sin- 
gle modification. Prior to the tariff law of 1846, 
all goods were permitted to be reéxported on" giv- 
ing bond. When the bill making the system ap- 
plicable to Texas was passed, it contained a pro- 
vision that the duty should absolutely be paid, 
and not a bond given, as was the case prior to the 
tariff act of 1846. It was the impression, I be- 
lieve, of the Committee on Commerce, at that 
time, that the tariff law abrogated so much of 
those special laws as allowed 
ported to Canada and the provinces. 
But, on investiration, it was found that at all 
other places where goods are reéxported, they are 
reéxported on filing a bond; and consequently 
the law which we have passed, allowing persons 
to reéxport goods from Texas to Mexico, differs 
from the general system. Onconference with the 
Treasury Department, the committee have come 
to the conclusion that the system should be uni- 
form. At present it leads to unnecessary per- 
plexity, in demanding the payment of duties 
which are again to be refunded. It will be no- 
ticed that the bill itself provides that if the goods 
are arain brought back, they are to be forfeited; 
and this will, I think, | 


a ae = = 


coods to be recxX- 


adjacent 


be a sufficient guarantee to 
the Government against any frauds which might 
be committed. With this exp! 
[ apprehend there can be n 
save of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the 
amendment, and ordered to be 
third reading. 


ination of the case, 
» objection to the pas- 
Senate without 


engrossed for a 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On the motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 22, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


by the Rev. Lirrieton F. Moraan. 
The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the motion to lay upon the table House bill 
No. 280, making grants of land to aid in the con- 
struction of railroads, and for other purposes. 

Mr. APPLETON, of Maine. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: ; 


Prayer 


Resolved, That the President is hereby requested to eom- 
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miutnieate to this House, if the same can be done without 
injury to the public service, such correspondence on file in 
the Stare Department between the American Consul and 
the Sultan at Zanzibar as relates to the cessation and re 
suruption ef our consular intercourse there in 1850-51. 


Mr. ALLISON objected, and the resolution was 
not received. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS, 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not like to trouble 
the House, sir, but there are some bills upon the 
table that will elicit no discussion, and to which I 
apprehend there is no objection, that I desire to 
have disposed of. [ ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up the territorial bills upon 
the Speaker's table and put them upon their pas- 
sare, 

Mr. COBB. 
ing hour? 

Tlie SPEAKER. The gentleman proposes to 
take up these bills before we proceed to the exe- 
cution of the morning hour. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am entirely indif- 
ferent whether these bills come up during the 
morning hour or not. I only desire to get at 
them. 

Mr. OLDS. I shall object if the time devoted 
to them shall be taken from the morning hour. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Then let them be taken 
up before the morning hour commences, 

Mr. OLDS. I desire to know if the morning 
hour has commenced or not? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not 
commenced. By unanimous consent the House 
has agreed before proceeding to the morning heur, 
to dispose of the bills reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union in | 
regard to territorial matters. 

House bill No. 256, relinquishing to the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico all the right, title, and in- 
terest which the United States may have to cer- 
tain real estate within the corporate limits of the 
city of Santa Fé, New Mexico, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
without amendment, came up as the first in order. 

Mr. STUART. That bill was recommitted to 
the Committee on the Territories. 

The SPEAKER, The question was pending 
upon the motion torecommit, so the Clerk informs 
the Chair, when the House last passed from its 
consideration. 

Mr. STUART. I thought it was recommit- 
ted, but if there is any doubt about it, it ought to 
be recommitted. : 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I made a motion in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
to lay this bill aside witha recommendation to the 
House that it be recommitted to the Committee 
on the Territories. 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
recommit, and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was recommitted to the Committee 
on the Territories. 

House bill No. 257, to amend an act entitled 
‘* An act to settle and adjust the expense of the 
people of Oregon in defending themselves from 
attacks and hostilities of Cayuse Indians, in the | 
years 1847 and 1848,”’ approved February 10, 
1851, reported from the Comntittee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union without amendment, 
came up next in order. 

The question being upon ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, it was put, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. MEADE. I desire to make a verbal amend- 
ment to that bill. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be done by the 
unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Whatis the amendment? 

Mr. MEADE. Itis to strike out the word * de- 
ceased,’’ and insert the word ‘‘died’’ in lieu 
thereof, 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. 

House bill No. 258, to reduce and define the 
boundaries of the military reserveattheSt, Peter’s | 
river, in the Territory of Minnesota, and to secure 
the rights of actual settlers thereon, reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union without amendment, came up next in order. | 

The bill was ordered to be engroSsed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, was subse- | 
quently read the third time and passed. 
Mr. SIBLEY. I move to strike out that por- | 


W ill that come out of the morn- 
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tion of the title of the bill which refers to securing 
the rights of the settlers thereon. The section 
relating to that matter was stricken out by the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

House bill No. 259, to provide for the protec- 
tion of the Territories of New Mexico and Oregon, 
reported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with an amendment, came up 
the neXt in order. 

The amendment reported from the committee, 
making the provisions of the bill applicable to the 
States of Texas and California, was concurred in. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time, and subsequently 
being engrossed, it was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to amend the 
title of the bill by inserting the words ‘“to the 
States of California and ‘Texas;’’ which was 
agreed to. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Asspury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, informing the House that the Senate had 
passed a resolution that a message be sent to the 
House of Representatives, requesting the return of 
House bill No. 21, entitled **An act to amend an 
act entitled ‘An act for the punishment of crimes 
in the District of Columbia.’ ’’ 

The following House bills, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, without amendment, coming up in order, 
were severally ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and subsequently, being engrossed, 
were read the third time and passed, viz : 

House bill No. 260, to amend an act entitled 
‘“An act to establish the territorial government 
of Oregon,”’ approved August 14, 1841; and 


the United States to designate the places for the 
ports of entry and delivery for the collection dis- 
tricts of Puget’s Sound and Umpqua, in the Terri- 
tory of Oregon, and to fix the compensation of the 
collector of Astoria, in said Territory. 

House bill No. 263, to provide for additional 
clerks, and extend the session of ‘the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union with an amendment, came up 
next in order. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I should like very well 
to learn wirat necessity there is for four clerks in 
that Territorial Legislature. I wish the chairman 
of the committee Who reported the bill, to inform 
the House what necessity there is of doubling the 
number of clerks in that Territorial Legislature. 
The Legislatures of different States, where there 
is more business and more members, get along 
with just half the number proposed here. Another 


| objection I have to the bill is, that it extends the 


time of the session—the short session as well as 
the long one. Perhaps the chairman of the com- 
mittee will give me this information. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, The reason for author- 
izing this additional number of clerks is this: The 
Legislature of New Mexico is different from all 
other legislative bodies in this Government. The 
members are made up of those who speak the 
Spanish language, and those who speak the Eng- 
lish language. The proceedings have to be inter- 
preted from one language to the other. They are 
compelled to have one set of clerks who speak the 
Spanish language and another who speak the Eng- 
lish; and the necessity thus arises, absolutely, for 
this increase of the officers there. I will state to 
the gentleman, in relation to the other matter, as 


| to the time required for the session of the Legis- 


lature—laboring under the disadvantages which 
they have heretofore, for they have been able to 
do but little—they only ask for one extended ses- 
sion. They are to have no more. The bill pro- 
vides for no more. It is necessary that they 
should have a good deal of legislation, if they had 
any at all, for the people of New Mexico are now 
living, I believe, under a code prescribed during 
the time that our army was there. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. It seems to me that the 
explanation of the gentieman from Illinois does 
not obviate the difficulty at all in relation to these 
clerks. Everybody knows, that there are never 
two men speaking at the same time in different 
languages, and if not, it does seem to me that two 


clerks who can understand both languages per- | 


| to record what he said. 


| by the gentleman from Illinois. 


| tleman from Louisiana one question. 
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fectly, can discharge the duties just as well as two 
hundred. The only trouble is, that they wish t 

employ clerks who understand the Spanish vn 
guage, and do not understand the English and 
clerks who understand the English language. and 
do not understand the Spanish. Now, there 
would be no necessity for so many clerks if they 
could all understand both languages. Then 
whether a man was speaking in Spanish or in 
English, they would understand him, and be able 


There is really no necessity for an additional 
number of clerks, in my judgment. At aby rate 
Se y : » 

I donot see the force of the reasoning employed 


} Certainly there 
would be no two men speaking or communicatine 
in different languages in the presence of these 
clerks at the same time. And unless such is the 
case, why should you increase the number of 
clerks? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. With the permission 


/of the gentleman from Connecticut, I wil! State, 


when a motion is made in the Legislature of New 
Mexico, it is necessary that it should be repeated 
both in the English and Spanish languages, {[, 
very often happens that an American who has 
learned to speak the Spanish language very well, 
cannot write it at all,and you must have clerks 
who can do it. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I would ask the gentle. 
man whether, in his judgment, two clerks who 
understand both languages perfectly cannot per- 
form all the duties required of the clerks in the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature of New Mexico? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am told that they can- 
not do it. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. 


Has any one satisfied 


| you of the reasonableness of the proposition to 
House bill No. 262, to authorize the President of 


have four clerks instead of two? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The application for 
these extra clerks was made by. the Legislature of 
New Mexico. I ask the gentleman from New 
Mexico if 1 am not right in that? 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The application comes 
from them, and that is enough to satisfy me. 
The Legislature of New Mexico would not have 
made the application unless there was some rea- 
son for it. @ 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. I have had some 
little experience in the matter, and I therefore 
think it my duty to say something. We were 
so situated in Louisiana for many years that we 
had to have a double set of clerks and translators. 
I suppose that in this country you would not re- 
quire that six thousand inhabitants who do not 
understand a word of English shall obey laws 
which they cannot read, and which they cannot 
understand when read to them. It requires, 
therefore, extra clerks to translate the proceed- 
ings into the Spanish language. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Does it require more 
than two, in your judgment? 

Mr. MOORE. It requires a double set of 
clerks. I can assure you that we had a great 
deal of experience in this matter in Louisiana. For 
twenty or twenty-five years the proceedings in 
the Legislature of that State were carried on in 
both languages. Every speech which was made 
was translated from English into French, and 
very often the French had to be put into English. 
If you wish these people to understand your lan- 
guage, and the genius of your Government, you 
must give them some means of learning it, and 
not keep them in the dark—saying that they must 
obey laws which they cannot read or understand 
when read to them. I hope this bill will pass 


| just as itis, and that there will be no objection 
| to it. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. I wish to ask the gen- 


How many 
clerks are employed in the popular branch of 
your Legislature? 
Mr. MOORE. There are some eight or ten. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. Well, if it is necessary 


' that they should have these clerks, I have no ob- 


jection to it. 

Mr. MOORE. I recollect now that there are 
eight clerks in our House—four in English and 
four in French. 


Mr. STUART. I rise for the purpose of mov- 


ing the previous question on this bill. 


A Memper. Itis not necessary; there is no 


| disposition to debate it. 
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1852. 

Mr. STUART. We want to pass all these 
territorial bills; but if the House is ready for the 
question, I will not move the previous question. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment reported from the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and it was 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed was read 


Resolved, That the portrait of Henry Clay, presented to 
the nation by Guiseppe Fagnani, a resident in New York, 
be placed in the Library of Congress. 

There being no objection to the resolution it 
was considered and agreed to. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Icall forthe regular order 
of business, 

Mr. FOWLER. Will the gentleman from 
Maryland give way for one moment, to allow me 
to ask the unanimous consent of the House to 


bind Gleam aiid badeod present resolutions of the Legislature of my State? 
the third Cee oS oo Mr. HAMILTON. I must insist upon the call 
CRIMES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | for the regular order of business. 


Mr. McLANAHAN. A mistake has been |) GRANTS FOR EDUCATION AND RAILROADS 
made by the Senate in sending back to this House The SPEAKER stated as the first business 
bill No. 21, which provides for the punishment of || before the House, the question upon laying on the 
the crime of arson in the District of Columbia. | table House bill No 280, ‘ making grants of lands 
The Senate have passed. a resolution, asking the | to aid in the construction of railroads and for other 
House to send back that bill, in order that the purposes,” upon which question the yeas and 
amendments may be passed upon there. I[t was || pays had been ordered. ; 
sent here by mistake, supposing the amendments Mr. BENNETT. Is it in order to move to 
of the Senate had been passed upon, and that the | jay that motion upon the gable ? 
bill had been got through the Senate. Taskthe| ‘The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 


: P of + ‘ ' .AT AT rr 
unanimous consent of ene House, that the bill Mr. BENNETT. I move, then, that there be 
may be returned to the Senate, according to their || q call of the House. A great many members are 


request. th ie : absent who wish to vote upon this bill. 
There being no objection, it was so ordered. TheSPEAKER. Ifthe Chair recollectsaright, 


COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN OREGON. we are now acting under the operation of the pre- 


The following bill, reported from the Committee vious question. If so, it is not in order to submit 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with a || ® motlen for a call of the House. : 
recommendation that it do not pass, then came Mr. RICHARDSON. This ere import- 
up, viz: ant bill, and as the House is not very full, 1 hope 

An act (S. No. 283) to authorize the President | ' willbe passed by for the present. 
of the United States to designate the places for the ; Mr. JON woe canes with eee that 
ports of entry and delivery for the collection dis- this 1s an excee oni on — be Ci rescla mg 
tricts of Puget’s Sound and Umpqua, in the Terri- | "°W ® he wh ao ae pkey orth ey = a 
torv of Oregon, and for other purposes. | tee of the 10le on the state of the Union, where 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 7 — = meg» pnts 2 pote ba anlioenn 
bill upon the table. stood than it Is now. rere are certainly enough 


Mr. HOWARD. Let the bill be read. present to refer it. 
Mr. STUART® I will state to the gentleman Mr. BENNETT. I hope gentlemen will allow 


and to the House, that another bill has been passed | this bill to be passed by for the present. 
orecisely like that Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

. o . . ° . 
The waned was then taken on Mr. Jones’s The question was then taken upon the motion 
motion, and it was decided in the affirmative. pice get on as = table; and there were— 

So the bill was laid upon the table. || FERS to, NAYS Vo, OS LONOWS: 


|| WYEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Av- 

SCHOOL LANDS IN MINNESOTA. erett, Bissell, Bocock, Bragg, Albert G. Brown, Busby, 

: ; : Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Chastain, 

The following bill, reported a the Committee | Churchwell, Cobb, Colenck, eee Sele G. hake, Bar, 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, without || son, Disney, Dunham, Durkee, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, 
amendnfent, next came up in order, viz: || Floyd, Freeman, Giddings, Gorman, Hamilton, Hammond, 
A bill (No. 264) to appropriate lands for the || Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hibbard, Hill 
support of schools in certain townships and frac- || ¥®'> Holladay, Houston, Howard, Ives, Jackson, Andrew 


. . . he Terri Mi Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. 
tional townships in the Lerritory of I Innesota, | Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Lockhart, Mason, 
not before provided for. 


MeNair, McQueen, Molony, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Peaslee, 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read || Penn, Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, 


i : beine or Ross, Scurry, St. Martin, Stuart, Sweetser, George Ww. 
aa Lt ~_ Tg engrossed, was read the Thompson, Townshend, Wallace, Alexander White, Wil 
urd time and passed. 


cox, and Yates—73. 
SURVEYOR GENERAL IN OREGON. NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, David J. Bailey, 
The following bill, reported from the Committee Bowne, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, Bur 


Thomas H. Bayly,” Barrere, Beale, Bennett, Bowie, 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, with |, rows, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. 
amendments, next came up in order, viz: Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, Cleveland, 
S, next c » VIZ: 


. ac . Clingman, Curtis, George T. Davis, Dimmick, Dockery, 
A bill (No, 224) to amend an act entitled ‘* An , Doty, Dunean, Eastman, Edgerton, Florence, Fowler, H. 


‘act to create the office of surveyor general of the | M. Fuller, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, Green, Grey, 
‘public lands in Oregon; and to provide for the | Harper, Haws, Haven, Horsford, John W. Howe. Thomas 


‘ . at M. Howe, Hunter, Ingersoll, James Johnson, Daniel T. 
‘ cesta — +0 make donations to the settlers of Jones, George G. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Leteher, Mann, 

the said public lands. . : Humphrey Marshall, Martin, McMullin, Meacham, Miller, 
The amendments were concurred in. The bill || Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Mur 


was then ordered to be engrossed and read a third || phy, Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Par- | 


; ; . . , e Q Pe s, Porter, Riddle, Robie, Sackett 
time: and, being . ker, Pe nniman, Perkins, Porter, >| . bi 
° . * engrossed, was read the third time Schooleratt, Schoonmaker, Scudder, David L. Seymour, 

and passed. ; 


- : Smith, Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Task the unanimous con- || Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Steptiens, Alex- 
sent of the House to withdraw from the files the a H. oe gr eee oe 
she i sor “*hurston oombs, ‘enable Valbridge 
petition and accompanying papers of H. B. Bab- Pachbere’ Watkins, Wele! Wells—99. oe 
cock, which were referred at the last session of ™ cane “ ae ae — pa bh : 
Congress to the Committee on Naval Affairs. So the vill was not laid on the table. 
Mr. HAMILTON. For what purpose ? Mr. APPLETON, of Maine, when his name 
Mr. FLORENCE. To be used in another way. || ¥8S called, stated that he had paired off with his 
Mr. HAMILTON. I object. "|| colleague, [Mr. Smart,] or he should have voted 
The SPEAKER. It is usual to leave copies | in the affirmative. H 
upon the record. If that is done the Chair sup- | Mr. POLK said he was out of the bar when his 
poses that there will be no objection. || name was called, and asked leave to have his vote 
Mr. FLORENCE. Copies shall be left. ee , 
Mr. HAMILTON. I withdraw my objection. ere ee CARED. 
Leave was then granted for the withdrawal of 


the papers. [A message was received from the President of 
__ PORTRAIT OF HENRY CLAY. '| the United States, by the hands of Mittarp P. 
Mr. CHANDLER. [ask the unanimous con- || Fittmore, his Private Secretary, announcing that 
sent of the House to offer a resolution, authorizing || he had signed sundry bills.) 
the Library Committee to receive and place inthe || The question then recurred upon the motion to 
Library a likeness of Henry Clay, presented by || lay on the table the motion made by Mr. Meape, 
an artist in New York. || to reconsider the vote by which the House ordered 
The resolution was read, as follows: \| the main question to be put. 


have voted to lay the bill upon the table. 





Mr. POLK. I then wish to say that I should | 
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Mr. ALLISON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered: and being taken, the result 
was—yeas 94, nays 80; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, Ashe, David J. 
Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Beale, Bell, Bennett, 
Rocock, Bowie, Bowne, Bragg, Brenton. Rrigzs, Brookes, 
George H. Brown, Caldwell, Cartter, Caskie, Chandler, 
Chapman, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Danici, George T. 
Davis, Dimmick, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Edger 
tou. Edmundson, Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fatier, Gentry, 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Grey, Harper, Haws, Haven, Horse 
ford, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Inger 
soll, James Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George G. King, 
Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Mann, Humphrey Marshall; Martin, 
Meacham, Miller, tlenry D. Moore, Jolin Moore, More 
head, Murphy, Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penoni- 
man, Perkins, Porter, Riddie, Robie, Robinson, Sackett, 
Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Seudder, David L. Seymour, 
Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Alexander I. 
Stephens, Stratton, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Thars 
ton, Toombs, Walbridge, Washburn, Watkins, Weich, 
and Wells—94. 

NAYS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Aver- 
ett, Bissell, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Burt, Busby, 
Thompson Campbell, Chastain, Charchwell, Cobb, Col- 
cock, Conger, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dunham, 
Durkee, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fiteh, Florence, Freeman, 
Giddings, Gorman, Green, Hamilton, Hammond, [sham G,. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hibbard, Hillyer, Hotla- 
day, Houston, Howard, Ives. Jackson, John Johnson, Rob- 
ert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Preston King, Letcher, Lockhart, Edward C. Marshall, 
Mason, MeCorkle, McLanahan, McMullin, MeNair, Me 
Queen, Meade, Molony, Nabors, Olds, Orr, Peaslee, 
Phelps, Polk, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, Savage, 
Scurry, Smith, Stuart, Sweetser, George W. Thompson, 
‘Townshend, Venable, Wallace, Alexander White, Wilcox, 
Woodward, and Yates—80. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I desire to inquire, if the 
morning hour has not expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has not yet expired. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the folowing amendment, as a substitute for 
the third section of the bill: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That of the lands 
hereby granted to the eleven first-named States, a portion of 
the proceeds thereof shall be applied to the said States re 
spectively, in the manner directed in the preceding section, 
to aid in the construction of the following lines or routes of 
railroads, namely: From Toledo, Ohio, via Logansport, 
Lafayette, and Peoria, to Burlington; from Cincinnati, 
Ohio, via Vincennes, to St. Louis, with a branch from a 
point in [inois, via Mount Carmel, to New Albany; from 
such point on the Mississippi river, within the limits of Ar 
kansas, as that State shall appoint, via Litthe Rock, to Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, with a branch from Littl Rock to Ful- 
ton, on the Red river, and a branch from Little Rock to 
Cairo, at the mouth of the Ohio river; from Terre Haute, 
in Indiana, via Springfield, to Bloomington, in Ilinois; 
from New Orleans, by the way of Jackson and Canton, in 
Mississippi, thence to connect by the nearest and best route 
with the proposed Nashville and New Orleans railroad, and 
from Canton, by the way of'Holly’s Springs, to the line of 
the State of Tennessee; from Girard, in Alabama, to the 
waters of the Mobile bay; from Brandon, in Mississippi, 
to Montgomery, in Alabama; from Pensacola bay, in Fler- 
ida, to Montgomery, in Alabama; from the river or Lake 
Saint Clair, or the waters flowing into the same, to Lake 
Michigan; from the southern boundary of Wisconsin, 
through Janesville and Fond du Lac, to Lake Superior; 
from Selma, in Alabama, tu Gunter’s Landing, on the Ten- 
nessee river; from the Atlantic Ocean,in Florida, to the 
Gulf of Mexico, in said State; from Davenport and Bur- 
Jington, in lowa, to the Missouri river, and from Dubuque 
to the Sioux river, and to Keokuck, in said State: from 
Manitoowac, in Wisconsin, to the Mississippi river; from 
San Francisco to San José: from the Saginaw river to 
Mackinaw, fn the State of Michigan; from Mobile bay, ia 
Florida, and to the Chattahoochee river and Flint river, in 
Georgia; from a point opposite New Orleans to the Sabine 
river, in Louisiana; from Shreveport to the Mississippi 
river. Said railroads to be constructed on the most direct 
and feasible routes between the points before mentioned, 
and the proceeds of the residue of the land herein granted 
to the said eleven first named States respectively, to be ap- 
plied by them to aid in the construction of such other rail 
roads as the Legi-latures of said States may respectively 
designate: Provided, No more land shall be taken by any 
State under this act in the whole, than is granted to said 
State by the first section thereof, 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I rise to make an in- 
quiry. I understand that the railroad from Gi- 
rard,in Alabama, to the waters of the Mobile Bay, 
is not included in the bill. I inquire of the Chair 
whether such is the fact? If not, I desire to sub- 
mit that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
the provision to which the gentleman from Ala- 
bama refers, is in the bill. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Then I am satisfied. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to ™ ike an appeal to the 
gentleman who introduced this bill, (Mr. Bew- 
weTT.] That gentleman says it was his intention 
to have included the Memphis and Charleston 
Railroad in the bill, but it was omitted’ by some 
error. lask the consent of that gentleman and 
ask the consent of the House to have it put in, 
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[Cries of ‘* Order!” and ** Object!’’) 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I ask for the yeas and 
nays upon the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STUART. 
question. 


' The SPEAKER. 


The amendment will be di- 


vided if the gentleman will indicate the point where | 


it is susceptible of division. 

Mr. STUART. I ask fora division wpon each 
road specified in the amendment. 

Mr. BEALE. If it is in order, I ask that the 
part of the bill to which this is a substitute, be 
read. 

The third section of the original bill was accord- 
ingly read, as follows: 

Sec. 2 And he it further enacted, That of the lands 
granted by this act to the said first-named eleven States, a 
portion thereof shall be applied in conformity with the fore 
going provisions, to aid in the construction of the railroads 
nlveady commenced by said States respectively, or for 
which said States have made appropriations, or pledged the 
credit of eaid States respectively, and the remainder of the 
land hereby granted to each of said several States to be ap 
plied, in the manner aforesaid, to aid in the construction of 
etch other railroads aa the Legislatures of said several 
States may respectively designate. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is to strike 
out the entire section, and insert the amendment 
in ite place. The Chair, after a moment’s reflec- 
tion, thinks the amendment is not divisible. 

Several Mempers. That’s right. 

Mr. STUART. 
amendment be perfect if you were to strike out 
iny of these roads, or allof them? As I under: 
stand it, the question is certainly susceptible of 
division. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot sub- 
mita motion to strike out any portion of an amend- 
ment after the previous question has been ordered. 

{Cries of ** Question !’’] 

Mr. STUART. I do not make a motion to 
strike out any portion. But hereisan amendment 
containing adozen or fifteen different and distinct 
propositions, so that the House may vote down 
uny one of them, or all of them, and still the 
amendment will remain perfect,and therefore it is 
that I say [have a right to call for a division of 
the question 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that were it not for the fact that the House is act- 
ing under the previous question, it would be in 
order to amend the section. But the question is 
now upon striking out one whole proposition and 
inserting another; and the Chair decides that it is 
not in order to call fora division of the matter 
proposed to be inserted. 

Mr. ASHE. Has the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has expired. 

Mr. ASHE. I move that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the business on the Speak- 
er'’s table. 

[ now move to take up the Pennsylvania con- 
tested-election case. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to submit a point in 
regard to the order of business. The gentleman 
from California [Mr. nena) is anxious to 
take up and pass upon the unfinis 
relation to the establishment of a Mint in Califor- 
nia. 

The SPEAKER. That bill will be the first 

usiness in order, if the House refuse to go to the 
business on the Speaker’s table, orto the contested- 
election case. That is the first business in order 
before the House; but it is competent for the 
House to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s 
table, or to the contested-election case, by vote. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to ask a simple 
Is not the French spoliation bill which 
passed the Senate on the Speaker’s table ? 

The SPEAKER. It is on the Speaker’s ta- 
hile, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will not that bill come be- 
fore the House if the House proceed to the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table, as the first business 
in order? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is there not a motion be- 
fore the House for the reference of that bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know 
what position it has upon the Speaker's table, 
without referring to the record; but many other 
propositions are before it, in the opinion of the 
Chair. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I was under the impres- 
sion that it was on the Speaker’s table, and if we 


que stion. 


I ask for a division of the | 


W ould not each portion of the 


1ed business in | 


come up as the first business in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not positive 
about it, but will decide the question when it 
comes properly before the House. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Asne, to proceed to the consideration of the 
contested-election case from Pennsylvania; and it 
was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question IS Upon agree- 
ing to the resolution proposed by the Committee 
on Elections. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California. Is it in order 
to move to postpone the consideration of this elec- 
tion case until Thursday next? 

The SPEAKER. Such a motion is in order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [ make that motion. I 
am sure that such was the understanding, and 
I am surprised that it should be urged now. 

Mr. CLARK. Wagnot the consideration of 
this business set down for to-day ? 

The SPEAKER. There was no order to that 
effect. 

Mr. MARSHALL. It was certainly sug- 
gested, and certainly understood, that Thursday 
should be the day upon which this election case 
should be considered. 

The SPEAKER. There was no order of the 
House upon the subject. 

Mr. ROBBINS. The centleman from Califor- 
nia (Mr. Marsnatt| is mistaken as to the day to 
which the consideration of this subject was post- 
poned. It was agreed that it should be post- 
poned until to-day, not by the order of the House, 
but by general understanding. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The understanding of the 
House was, that it should be taken up on Thurs- 
day, and not before. 

Mr. HAMILTON. IfI understand the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from California, [Mr. 
MarsHatt,] it is to postpone the consideration of 
this matter until Thursday next. It was the un- 
derstanding of the parties in this case that it 
should be taken up to-day, and I hope the House 
will now proceed to consider and dispose of the 
matter. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to 
say— 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is not de- 
batable. The question is on the motion to post- 
pone the consideration of this subject until Thurs- 
day next. 

rn , 

Ihe question was then taken, and there were 
on a division, ayes 76, noes 64; when— 

Mr. VENABLE demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, the question being taken 
by yeas and nays, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 84, nays 77, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, David J. Bailey, 
Bell, Bennett, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, Brigg-, Brooks, 
George H. Brown. Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, 
Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, 
Chastain, Clingman, Conger, Cottman, George T. Davis, 
Dockery, Duncan, Edmundson, Fowler, Freeman, Gay 
lord, Giddings, Goodenow, Grey, Harper, Hart, Haws, Ha 
ven, Join W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Robert 
W. Johnson, George G. King, Kuhns, Landry, Mann, Ed 
ward C. Marshall, Martin, McCorkle, Meade, Miller, Henry 
D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Nabers, Newton, Samuel 
W. Parker, Perkins, Polk, Porter, Schoolcraft, Schoon- 
maker, Scudder, Scurry, David L. Seymour, Stanly, Ben- 
jamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, Sutherland, Taylor, Ben- 
jamin Thompson. Toombs, Venable, Walbridge, Wash 
burn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Wilcox, and Yates—M. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Charles Allen, Willis Allen, 
John Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bissell, Bragg, Albert 
G. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Cas 
kie, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Coleock, Curtis, Daniel, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dimmick, Dunham, Durkee, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, 
Floyd, Gilmore, Gorman, Hamilton, Hammond, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hillyer. Holladay, 
ives, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, 
Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, McLanahan, MeMullin, 
McNair, McQueen, Morrison, Olds, Orr, Andrew Parker, 
Phelps, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Savage, 
Smith, Stratton, Stuart, Sweetser, George W. Thompson, 
Thurston, Townshend, Wallace, and Woodward—77. 





So the consideration of the contested-election 
case was postponed until Thursday next. 
CALIFORNIA MINT BILL. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Californi 
to take up the unfinished business. 
The SPEAKER. The California Mint bill is 


I move now” 
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should go to the business onthe table, that it would 





June 22, 


is to reconsider the vote by which the main 
tion was ordered to be put. 
Mr. OLDS. I withdraw the motion to recon 
sider. [ 
The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider jg 
withdrawn, and the question first before the House 
is upon agreeing to section tenth, proposed as an 
amendment by the Committee on Ways and 
M eans., ; : 
The amendment was read as follows: 


“Sec. 10. ind be it further enacted, That there shall be 
charged a seigniorage on the coinage of gold in the Mint of 
the United States, and each of its branches, at a rate or 
rates to be established from time to time by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, not to exceed, in his judgment, the actual 
expense of the coinage at said Mint, or branch Mint, re 
spectively: Provided, The same shall not be more than one 
per centuim on the amount coined.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. As I did not occupy the 
time allowed to me under the rule the other day 

. ' 
| hope the House will allow a letter to be read 
. - r . ’ 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, which gives 
important information upon this subject, which 
should be known. . 

Mr. BROOKS. I object to any argument. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very well. Thezgentleman 
objects to the reading of the communication, [t 
is well that he does, for it shows that his objec- 
tions to the amendment are baseless. 

The following is the letter alluded to by Mr. 
Houston: 


ques- 


Treasory DEPARTMENT, June 17, 1859, 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the 15th, calling upon the 
Department for further information on the subject of the pro 
posed charge atthe Mint for secigniorage on gold builion de 
posited by individuals for separation, assay, and coinage. | 
have the honor to state, that there is no seigniorage charged 
by the Mint in England, as the separation and assay of 
gold bullion there, is done by private individuals designated 
by the Bank or the Mint, and the latter receive no bullion 
except ina state fully prepared for immediate coinage, 
The expense of separating and assaying gold bullion, is a 
matter between the owners of it andthe above parties, but 
the Department has no accurate formation as to the 
amount of the charge made therefor; but from the best un- 
official information it has been able to obtain on the sub. 
ject, itis believed the cost is nearly or quite one half of 
one per cent. The gold thus prepared for coinage is pur- 
chased by the Bank, which, by law, is obliged to receive 
and pay foritin coin at the standard price of £3 17s. 9d. per 
ounce, but the value of an ounce of gold in coin is fixed by 
law at £3 17s. 104¢d. sterling, so that the Bank has an ad- 
vantage ofa penny half penny, or three cents per ounce, 
equal to about oneAifth of one per cent. on its value. 

Under these circumstances, individuals never present 
their bullion to the Mint for coinage, preferring this small 
charge which may be considered as a seignivrage on the 
part of the Bank, rather than toincur the trouble and delay 
of taking their bullion for coinage to the Mint, all of which 
is averted by presenting it directly at the counter of the 
Bank, between which institution and the Mint, the needful 
arrangements ure made as regards the coinage. The De 
partment, without being able to obtain official authority for 
the fact, understands that the Bank pays the Mint the ex- 
pense upon such portion of bullion received by it in the 
above mode, which the institution requires to be put into 
coin, for much the larger portion of the gold in the vaults 
of the Bank, is always in the form of bars or ingots. As 
the bullion that is coined at the Mint belongs to the Bank, 
it would be but just and reasonable the latter should pay 
this expense, particularly in view of the large and advan 
tageous privileges she obtains and enjoys from the Govern- 
ment, with the further additional advantage already alluded 
to of about three cents per ounce in the purchase of the 
bullion below its coined value, and which on the amount 
coined in the United States during the last vear, would 
amountto nearly $100,000. These advantages would be a 
full justification for making the institution bear this com- 
paratively small outlay. 

As regards the British Mint, therefore, it appears there is 
no charge of seigniorage for parting, aseaying, and alloying, 
from the simple fact that it obliges individuals to have those 
operations performed at their own proper expense, by pri 
vate assayers, before she will receive the gold ; and if any 
gratuitous service is performed by the Mint, itis merely the 
coinage, and that, as already stated, it is believed is paid by 
the Bank. 

On silver coinage, the British Government has a seign- 
iorage equal to about ten per cent., or whatis the same thing, 


}| from pure silver of the value in gold of ninety shillings, it 


makes and issues one hundred shillings of coin, and will 
not receive silver for coinage from individuals except on the 
basis of giving for one hundred shillings of pure silver one 
hundred shillings in coin by tale, the latter containing only 
ninety shillings of pure silver. 

The Government Mints in British India, which issue a 
very heavy coinage, charge a seigniorage of two per cent. 
on both gold and silver: 

In France there is and always has been a charge of seign- 
iorage on gold and silver. This charge at present in the 
French Mint is about three eighths of one per cent. on gold, 
and one per cent. on silver. 

The Continental European Mints, it is believed, are gen- 
erally modeled on that of France; but the information on 
this point possessed by the Department does not warrant it 
in making any positive assertion respecting them, except 
that a seigniorage exists in Prussia and Denmark, but to 
what extent the Department is unable to state. 

As regards your inquiries as to the probable bearing and 
the result of the charge of seigniorage upon gold bullion, 


the unfinished business, and the pending motion \i the Department is decidedly of opinion that it would be 
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noth just and proper that such a charge should be made, and 


that no possible injurious consequence could flow from it, 


either as regards the currency of the country or the future || 


supply of bullion, the receipts of which the Department 
believes would in no way be unfavorably affected by sucha 
mit asure. 

The Department has from an authentic source account sales 
of asbipinent of California gold dust from New York to Lon- 
which produced, when melted in London, an assayed 


jon, 3 “ . > o > 
value including the silver parted from itot £1,008 5s. 8d. 








The charge attending itin England were.... 415 0 

Netamount sterling .....+ s+. onagée te tabekee ean 
The same gold at the Mint in Philadelphia, would have 
produced the sum Of. cee sceececcce recesses e GA 917 95 
Loss, one half per cent. seigniorage...........+- 24 55 
¢ ani tata Gan 
Leaving..-.-- SUC dns das beeen RUA USCd dae a ods cee 
Which at the exchange of ten per cent. would amount 
Societe adeeb ove Seen coanw aun s naee bee adeue eee pa Gane 


Proceedsin London, as exhibited above, are. £1,003 10s. 8d. 
Deduet freight and insurance from New 
York to Liverpool, together three quarter 


per cent.. 711 


£99519 5 


3 





which leaves an advantage of 60-100 per cent. in favor of re- 
taining the bullion in the United States, even after paying 
the seigniorage of one half per cent. 

The parting, alloying, assaying, and coining of gold dust, 
is an actual manufacture of a raw material from the crude 
state in Which the metal is found at the mines, and by which 
its value to the owners, when made into coin, is increased 
greatly beyond the amvunt of the proposed charge by the 
Mint. The Department can see no just reason why this 
species of manufacturing of gold should be conducted for the 
benefit of individuals at the expense of the Treasury, which 
would not equally apply to a claim from the agriculturist to 
have in like manner his wheat ground into flour. 

Asa general rule, neither governments nor individuals 
incur a particular expense forthe benefit of others without 
making a charge therefor, nor is the justness of this rule 
lessened by the arguments, that though the benefit primarily 
inures to the individual it is ultimately for the general good 
of the community, and that in the acts of Government 
such as it reserves exclusively to itself, individual compe 
tition is prohibited. 

Jn Our own country the judiciary and the post office es 
tablishments are of the utmost importance and benefit to 
individuals as well as of great general advantage. Theor 
ganization and general management of these twoimportant 
institutions are reserved exclusively to the Government, 
yet the parties litigant are obliged to pay the costz of suits, 
andthose who use the mails are taxed to an extent that 
fully reimburses the Treasury for its outlay. In like man 
ner the progress of invention and knowledge is of vastim 
portance toa nation, yet every inventor is taxed by the 
Government before he can secure his patent right, and 
where parties in the above cases, and in others, which 
might be named, refuse to submit to the charge made by the 
Government, they are debarred from the benefits which 
such payment would otherwise confer on them. 

When bullion is coined gratuitously, it is manifest that a 
certain Weight in gold is precisely of the satse value as an 
equal weight in coin. There will, therefore, be no reason 
for retaining it at home, and when the course of trade re 
quires an export of specie, such coin will at once be 
shipped, and though it has been manuf :ctured at great ex- 
pense, it is immediately melted and treated as so much 
bullion. Itisa pretty well-ascertained fact that of the coin- 
age executed in the United States within late years, about 
two thirds of it has been exported, and by far the greater 
portion of it without ever having been at all in circulation. 
Itis, therefore, evident from facts, as well as from common 
sense, that coinage gratis has no tendency to increase the 
home circulation. If a charge is made, say of one half of 
one per cent. for coinage, itis evident that coin would be 
worth one half per cent. more than an equal weight in 
bullion, and it would, therefore, be directly against the in 
terest of the shipper to send coinas a remittance instead of 
bullion for to melt up this coin abroad, and reduce it to its un- 
manufactured state the owner would lose one half per cent. 
The charge for seigniorage will, therefore, rather have the 
tendency to keep our coin at home for the circulation of the 
country, or if from concurring causes it went abroad, it 
would be an inducement to return it in order to save the 
loss of the half per ceut. 

It is of course not pretended that a seigniorage will pre 
vent the exportation of the precious metals, but merely that 
it will retard the shipment of coin. Unmanufactured gold 
in the form of bars and ingots should therefore be issued by 
the Mint for the use of those who may have occasion to 
remit precious inetals, and for the reasons already stated it 
will always be sent in preference to coin, which latter will 
remain the last, and form the circulation of the country until 
the supply of bars or ingots is first exhausted for any foreign 
demand. 

The best authorities on the subject are decidedly in favor 


of a seigniorage, in proof of which reference is made to | 


“ Smith’s Wealth of Nations,”’ book [V., chap. 6; “‘Mills’s 
Political Economy,’ vol. I., chap. 9; ** McCulloh’s 
Essays on Exchange, Interest, Money,’”’ &c. Chapter 3 of 
the Essay on Money, gives a full view of the subject. 
Alexander Hamilton’s celebrated report on the establish. 
ment of a Mint is also very conclusive as regards it, and he 
recommends the imposition of a half per cent. seigniorage. 
(See American State Papers, vol. VI; Finance, vol. I, 
pp. 95, beginning *‘ A third point.’’ He concludes as fol- 
lows: “ Under an impression thata small difference be- 
‘tween the value of the coin and the Mint price for bul- 
‘lion is the least exceptional expedient for restraining the 
‘melting down or exportation of the former, and not per- 
‘ ceiving if it be a very moderate one it can be hurtful in 
‘ other respects, the Secretary is inclined to an experiment 


| ©of half per cent. 


The fact which has been mentioned 
‘with regard to the price of gold bullion in the English 
‘market eeems to demonstrate that such a difference may 
‘be made. In this case there must be an immediate pay 
‘ment made for the bullion offered to the Mint.”’ 


Jt was unquestionably the intention of Congress who 


| passed the first Mint law to comply with the recommenda 
| tion of Secretary Hamilton, but instead of charging one 
| half per cent. for coinage and providing tunds for the prompt 


payment of the bullion on ascertaining its value the charge 


| Of half per cent. was®Made the condition not of coinage, 


but of prompt payment. It seems to have been taken for 
granted that the delay of coinage would always be so great 
that depositors would prefer the payment of the half per 
cent. rather than await the course of manufacture, and both | 
the first and second bank of the United States were, there 
fore,in the practice of cashing Mint certificates, with the 
deduction of the half per cent. 

Under the present system, Government provides funds for 
the prompt payment of bullion so soon as it is assayed and 
its Vaiue ascertained, which is from one to five days after 
the crude gold is deposited, so that not only is the coinage 
gratuitous, but the Government advances its funds wo the 
amount of many millions to the owners of bullion submitting 
itself to the loss of interestand delay ofmanufacture. If the 
amount now set apart in the ‘l'reasury for the use of the 
bullion fund was applied 0 redemption of the public 
debt, it would save in interest¥an amount nearly or quite 
$400,000 per annum, a less which is now incurred exclu- 
sively for the benefit of the owners of bullion. 

This loss, however, will be avoided for the future, and 
Without creating any inconvenience to depositors, should 
Congress pass the bill authorizing Mint certificates to be 
received in payment of all dues to the United States, and 
directing the present bullion fund to the extinguishment of 
so much of the public debt. 

The present and proposed arrangements at the Mint, it 


| may be confidently asserted, afford greater facilities for the 
| prompt realization of bullion deposited for coinage, and at 


a less aggregate expense than at any other national Mint 
in the world. 

A seigniorage or charge for coinage may exist in fact, 
though the coinage be nominally gratuitous. Thus, if the 
owner of bullion be delayed two months at the Mint before 
he can receive coinin return, this delay , estimating interest 
at the rate of six per cent., is equal to one per cent. for loss 


| of interest on his money, for it would be the same to him, 


whether he obtained prompt pay for his bullion with a de 

duction, either as acharge tor seigniorage or for the advance 
of the money, of one per cent., or waited two months to 
get the full value. A charge of this kind exists in every 
other country but our own; nowhere else is prompt pay 

ment made for the value of bullion without any discount, 
for even in England, as has been stated above, the bank re 

tains three cents per ounce, equal, at the average rate of 
interest there, to the interest of twenty-five days. 

[tis proposed to limit the charge of seigniorage to the 
actualexpense, but in no event to allow it to be more than 
one per cent.; but from the best informationahe Departinent 
possesses, the charge will probably not exceed five eighths 
of one per cent., which is also intended to include the 
present charge authorized by law tor the parting of the 
silver. 

If the act respecting the new silver coinage now before 
Congress should become a law, by which the Mint and its 
branches are authorized, at the option of the depositors, to 
coin bars or ingots, and the charge for so doing is limited to 
the actual expense, it will, for ingots of $50 or $100, be much 
less than the above estimate, and stilk more so if they are 
made of the denomination of $500 or $1,000, or even of 
larger amounts. Under a provision of that kind, the prob- 
ability is, that all the depositors would require their bullion 
to be returned in ingots of large denominations; for, with 
the Mint stamp, they would be equally valuable and avail 
able as coin, either for banking purposes or for exportation, 
and being subject to a greatly less charge at the Mint, would 
of course be more universally prepared. 

These large ingots would also have a preference over 
coin, by the public and private banking institutions ofthe 
country, to be retained in their vaults as specie capital, and 
in all cases of foreign demand would possess the advan- 
tages for exportation of being more convenient, and, also, 
would not be subject to loss in weight Dy abrasion, as is 
always thie case, to a greater or less extent, with coin which 
has been in general circulation; for the value of our coin 
abroad, as already stated, is exclusively governed by its 
weight as bullion. 

Under the system of assaying large ingots, the coinage of 
the Mint would probably be limited to the comparative 
} small amount of ten or fifteen millions annually, as the 
| supply of coin would only be required for the actual wants 
| of the country, and the above yearly additional amount 
would soon saturate the circulation, particularly as the 
substitution of ingots would let loose a vast amount of coin 
now réesting in the vaults of the banks, and would likewise, 
| to a considerable extent, no doubt, be used as general cir- 
| culation between banking institutions and in settling large 
| transactions. 

[t may also be observed, that there is nothing either in 


|| the existing or proposed law which prevents owners of gold 


dust from having it partied, alloyed, and cast into any sized 
| ingots or bars by private individuals, if they prefer to do so, 
} or can Ifave itdone more economically than at the Mint; 
and when thus properly prepared, as is now done in Eng 
| land, they could bring it to the Mint either for its stamp as 
| ingots, or to be changed into coin at the option of the par- 
| ties, and paying only the actual expense which may attend 
| the one or the other process. 

It is difficult to understand how the proposed charge for 
seigniorage can in any way affect either the supply of gold 
| to the country or its circulation here. If the course of trade 
| requires an export of gold from the United States, no pos- 
| sible advantage can accrue by first bringing the bullion here 


i and saddiing the Treasury or individuals with the expeuse 


| Of coinage, for the mere purpose of immediately transfer- 
ring the coin thus made to foreign crucibles; and if, on the 
| contrary, an export demand does not exist, our citizens who 
} are the owners of this crude gold bullion will hardly send 
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it to Europe in order to bring it back from thence in foreign 
coin, particularly when the expense for seigniorage or other 


| charges, nearly or quite equivalent to that it is proposed to 


| demand in the United States, will be exacted there, with 


the still heatier additional expense of double freight and 
double insurance, going and coming. I[t is an important 
fact bearing on this subject, that in France, where the per 
manent specie circulation is by far the greatest of any other 
nation, and where the coinage during the last year has been 
unprecedentedly large, they have a seigniorage, which 
shows that a charge on coinage has no effect in restricting 
its Issue OF encouraging its export 

So far aaa foreign demand may exist upon the United 
States for gold, it is an object rather to be desired that such 
demand should be supplied by the article in its crude state 
rather than to subject us to all the tedious and expensive pro 
cesses through which it must pass before it assumes the 
shape of coin; for the whole operation would result in loss 
of labor to the country, as well as a loss of the materials 
used in the process, without ‘he least benefit to 
for the owners of the bullion would of course 
full a value for it in Europe as they ec 
States. 

It, therefore, does not appear to be either good policy or 
justice to put the public Treasury to the expense of coining 
gold for ex portation merely to have it remelted on its arrival 
in Europe. ‘It may be as well to state that the costin Phila 
delphia for acids employed in the parting process amounts, 
for this single item of expense, to $150,000 annually. 
‘Two thirds of which, besides the labor, is an actuul loss 
to the country, if, as there is little doubt of the fact, that 
proportion of our entire coinage has been exported to 
Europe and there melted up and recoined 

The expenses connected with the preparation and coin 
age of gold bullion is greater at the present branches thaa 
atthe Mint in Philadelphia, and will be still more 
San Francisco, when Congress establishes a Mint there; 
but the Department would respectfully suggest that the 
law on the subject should be so worded as to make the 
charge uniform at the Mint and its present, as well as any 
new branches which may be established, with, of course, 
the proposed maximum limit of one per cent 

For the reasons already assigned, the Department is con 
vinced, that under the proposed new coinage law the de 
positors of gold dust will universally require bars or ingots, 
in which case, the expense of furnishing the needful addi 
tional coin that may be required for the eirculation of the 
country will, so far as the cost of coinage is concerned, 
have to be at the expense of the National Treasury, and 
the only charge to the owners of the bullion will be the 
very smal! one of forming it into large ingots. 

[ am, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

WM. L. HODGE, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury 
Hon. . Houston, 
Chairman Committee Ways and Means, 
United States House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Upon that question the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. : 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk informs the Chair 
that the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. They were ordered the other 
day, and upon that the House adjourned. 

TheSPEAKER. The record does not show it. 

Mr. HART. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. . 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I would inquire, for in 
formation, if this tenth section is an amendment 
reported by the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr.CLEVELAND. Then I hope it will pass. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 50, nays 108; as fo! 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William Appleton, Bocock, Bragg, L. 
D. Campbell, Cleveland, Cobb, Coleogk, Conger, Daniel, 
John G. Davis, Dimmick, Disney, Dunean, Dunham, Dur 
kee, Eastman, Faulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Goodenow, Isham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harvis, Hibbard, Holladay, Hous 
ton, Ives, Jackson, George W. Jones, Letcher, Mann, Me 
Lanahau, Henry D. Moore, Morehead, Samuel W. Parker, 
Peaslee, Perkins, Phelps, Robbins, Savage, Scudder, Smart, 
Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Stone, Walbridge, Wash 
burn, Welch, Wells, and Addison White—50 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, W. Allen, 
Averett, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, Bell, 
Bissell, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, G Hl. Brown, Bur- 
rows, Burt, Busby, Joseph Cable, Caldwell, Thompson 
Campbell, Cartter, Chapman, Chastain, Churchwell, Geo. 
T. Davis, Dawson, Doty, Edgerton, Edmundson, Fiteh. 
Florence, Fowler, Freeman, Gaylord, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Green, Grey, Hamilton, Hammond, Harper, Hart, Haws, 
Haven, Hillyer, Horsford, Howard, John W. Howe, Thos 
M. Howe, Hunter, [ngersoll, Andrew Johnson, Jas \Jobr 
son, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, J. Gianev Jones, 
George G. King, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Lockhart, 
Edward C. Marshall, Martin, Mason, McMuilin, MeNair, 
McQueen, Meade, Miller, Molony, John Moore, Morrison, 
Murphy, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew Par- 
| ker, Penn, Polk, Porter, Richardson, Riddle, Robie, Robin- 
son, Ross, Schoonmaker, Scurry, Dp. L. Seymour, Snow 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, 
Benjamin Thompson, Thurston, ‘Toombs, Venable, Wal- 
lace, Watkins, Wilcox, Woodward, and Yates—103. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The SPEAKER. Another amendment is pro- 
— to the bill by the Committee on Ways and 
Means, which will be reported to the House. 

It was read, as follows: 
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ll. And be it further enacted, That before the Sec 

retary of the Treasury shall procure or erect the buildings 
provided for in the second section of this aet, or commence 
operations under any of the provisions of the same, at San 
Francisco, State of California, it shall first be bis duty to 
wake a contract, Or coutracts, for the erection of said build 
ings, and procuring the machinery necessary for the opera 
tious of said Miat, ata sum or sums which shall not in the 
whole execed the sum of £300,000, which said contract, or 
contracts, shall be secured by good and sufficient sureties, 
to the satisfaction of the said Secretary of the Treasury and 
the President of the United States.”’ 

The question was then taken on this proposed 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. McCORKLE. There is another amend- 
ment which was offered by the chairman of the 
committee. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment referred to 
by the gendeman trom California {[Mr. McCork.e} 
is notin order, ex¢ ept by the unanimous consent 
of the Liouse. 

Mr. MeCORKLE. Iask unanimous consent 
to introduce the amendment, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to propose an amendment, which will be read for 
information, 

Che Clerk accordingly read the proposed amend- 
ment, which is as follows: 

Mtrike out section pine, and insert: 

And he it further enacted, That so much of the act enti- 
tled ** An act making appropriations for the civil and diplo 
matic expenses of Government for the year ending 30th of 
June, 1851, and for other purposes,” approved 30th of Sep 
tember, 1851, as provides for the appointment of a United 
States assayer, and for contracting for the assaying and 
fixing the value of gold ingrain and lumps, and in forming 
the same into bars, be and the whole of the said clause is 
hereby repealed. 

[Cries ** Agreed! ‘* Agreed!’’] 

Mr. JONES. Whatis the ninth section which 
is proposed to be stricken out? 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
ninth section. 

The Clerk accordingly read the section, which 
is as follows: 

Seco. 9. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the 
said branch Mint is established in the State of California, 
ind public notice shall be given thereof, and of the mode to 
be designed by the Secretary of the Treasury, thén so much 
of the act making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending June 30th 
1851, aud for other purposes, as provides for the appointment 
of a United States assayer, and the contracting for the as- 
saving, and fixing the valuation of gold in grains and lumps, 
and tor forming the same into bars, be, and the whole of the 
clause containing said provisions, shall be hereby repealed. 


Mr. JONES. I think the ninth section is bet- 
ter than the amendment. The object of the 
amendment, if | understand it, isto repeal the as- 
saying office as soon as this bill passes, 

Mr. McCORKLE. That is the object of my 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES, 
the amendment. 

Mr. McCORKLE., If thegentleman will allow 
me to explain, [ think there will be no further 
trouble about the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. It is objected to on the left 
of the Chair. 

Mr. McCORLE. I hope the gentleman [Mr. 
Hunter} will withdraw his objection. I will raise 
a question of order in relation to this matter. This 
amendment was offered at my request, by the 
ehairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 


I object to the introduction of 


before the previous question was demanded. It is 


therefore in order. ‘ 

Mr. HUNTER. If the gentleman wishes to 
occupy a few moments in explanation, | will with- 
draw my objection. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jonrs] withdraw his objection? 

Mr. JONES, I cannot withdraw my objection 
to the introduction of the amendment, but I have 
no objection to allowing the gentleman to explain, 

Mr. McCORKLE. In offering the pronosed 
amendment, | only.consult the interest of the 
miners, the laboring men of California. They are 
immediately interested in the repeal of the law 
creating the ‘‘assay office’ in California, while 
the bankers, brokers, and these interested in the 
assaying business, desire to prolong its existence, 

The only change in the Senate bill which my 
amendment will effect is this, and I hold it to bea 
most important one, for the simple reason that 
unless it is made, there will be as great a delay in 
putting the Mint in full operation by the present 
Adninistration, as there has been in all other mat- 
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ters in California, in which interests of great mag- | 


nitude are invoived,and for which appropriations 
have been made, and not, as yet, expended. 

The delay in the passage of this bill py the 
Heuse, which was sent to us from the Senate on 
the 15th of December last, has been occasioned by 
those interested in the perpetuation of the assay 
office in San Francisco, out of which they areand 
have been realizing fortunes ag the expense of the 
Union. > 

The only effect of my amendment will be, to 
stop at once the operations of the assay office, 
which is flooding California with a currency which 
is spurious, and which must and will depreciate 
in the hands of the miner. The banker and broker 
never lose by these operations. They are keen 
of scent, and are always on the look-out, and are 
seldom caught napping; while the laborer, and 
in this case the miner, 1s sure to be caught, and 
must suffer the loss. 

By the clause creating the assay office, the 
miners of California —- two and three quar- 
ters per cent. for the a88aying of their gold, whilst 
to them no process-table advance is made in the 
marketable value of their gold dust. 

Mr. JONES, (interrupting.) I will ask the 
gentleman from California, how they will get their 
gold assayed from the time this bill passes, until 
the Mint goes into operation, if his amendment is 
adopted ? 

Mr. McCORKLE. In reply to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, | will say, that the miners of 
California do not, and never have had, as a gen- 

| eral thing, their gold assayed at this institution, 
Those interested in the assay office, which is 

| owned by capitalists on this side of the continent, 

| have the money, and send their ‘* runners ”’ into 
the mines, to purchase ** the dust’’ at sixteen dol- 
lars per ounce, and under the unwarranted and un- 
constitutional order of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, coin it into fives, tens, and twenties, put it 
into circulation, and realize out of the transaction 
an amount which would surprise men of moderate 
fortunes in this country, 

Mr. JONES. Then the miners can wait for the 
Mint. 

Mr. McCORKLE. The miners can well afford 
to waitfor the Mint, if the Administration favor the 


continuance of the assay office, and defer the es- | 
All that a Dem- | 


tablishment of the branch Mint. 
ocratic Congress can do, is to make the appropri- 


ation necessary to establish and put in operation | 
a branch Mint in California; but a Whig Admin- | 


istration may delay in this case,as they have in 
the erection of licht-houses, the execution of the 
law for twenty months, The miners may not be 
able to wait, and if they do, may lose money by 
the operation. 


The miners themselves do not generally have | 


their gold assayed, but itis bought up by the 
agents of the assay office, and being coined as 
directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, is put 
into circulation, and when the coin as authorized 
by this law is put into circulation, this spurious 
coinage must fall to a still lower discount than it is 
as present quoted in the money articles of the New 


York Herald, an authority that no one convers- | 


ant with such affairs will dispute. 


The New York Herald quotes the gold assayed | 


by this assay office in the banks in New York 
at one half per cent. discount, and | am informed 


by citizens of California, that in Central America | 
and South America, it is at ten per cent. dis- | 


count. This loss, which must inevitably fall back 
upon the miners of California,is what I want to pre- 
vent. It is truethat by the unconstitutional * cir- 
cular,’’-of the Secretary of the Treasury, this coin | 


|| is received in payment of Government dues; and 


customs at San Francisco may keep this coin 4 
issued by this assay machine ‘‘at par’’ in that | 
State for a short time. Yet it is inevitable that | 
when this ‘‘order’’ is reversed, as it must be, and 
as it ought to be, in justice to the other States, 
this same coin must depreciate to the expense of 
the miner. 
I would, Mr. Speakerfeontinue an explanation 
of this amendment, only that I fear that my re- 
marks may delay the passage of this bill, which 
is of the last importance to my constituents in 
any shape. But in justice to the people of Cali- 
fornia, whom I have the honor to represent, I must 
say to the gentlemen who desire thé continuance | 
of the assay office, that the tax of one per cent. as 


| seigniorage is a small item as compared with the |! 


ee, 








cost to the miner for the delivery of his gold 
in the Mint in Philadelphia or New Orleans. 
have paid heretofore at the rate of fifteen perc 
Under the law of the United States one half of 
one per cent. is all that is charged; but Owing to 
the failure of Congress to establish a branch Mint 
in California, the miner of California has suffered 
a loss of fifteen per cent.; which, on thea 
amount of gold produced per annum in th 
amounts to millions each year. 

I would, Mr. Speaker, continue these remarks 
but J] fear it may open a debate which will delay 
the passage of this bill. The delay of Congress 
to pass this bill has cost the people, the miners of 
California five hundréd thousand dollars per 
month. - 

As evidence of this fact, I now read the report 


of the committee of the Legislature of California 
on this subject: 


dust 
We 


ent, 


ferevate 
at State, 


*‘ During a portion of the period of the above shipments 
the value,of gold dust, in this State, averaged sixteen dol. 
lars per ounee; and the balance of the time sixteen dollars 
and fifty-five cents per ounce. During all this time, the 
average value of the same metal, at the United States Mint. 
was eighteen dollars and thirty-two cents per ounce, F 

** Thus, it will be seen, that a loss has been sustaine 
the producers and laborers of California, by the difference 
in the amount actually received for gold dust, taking the 
highest estimate ($16 55) and its true value. (R18 32.) 
which is the amount they should have received, during the 
year 1850, of at least five millions three hundred thousand 
dollars ($5,300,000 ;) during the year 1851, about seven 
millions, ($7,000,000,) and that during the year 1259, jt 
will not fall short of nine millions ($9,000,000) of dollars. 
It needs no argument to prove that these immense losses 
have actually been sustained, and that the present system 
operates asa tax, tu the amount named, upon the labor 
and industry of the State. 

“The astounding fact that in a period of three years, the 
laborers of California have been taxed to an amount ex. 
ceeding twenty-one millions of dollars, ($21.000,000,) and 
that that tax or loss has arisen from the want of a Mint 
within this State, your committee judge should of itself be 
sufficient to induce immediate and liberal action upon this 
all-important measure.”? 


d by 






The immense loss thus sustained by the miner 
is, on this side of the continent, almost incredible. 
The following letter from the Superintendent of 
the Mint in Philadelphia, will show that what I 
have said is correct, in that the coin issued by the 
assay Office, under the circular of the Treasury, 
is not received in bank at New York at par. 
Read the following letter from the Superintendent 
of the Mint in Philadeiphia: 

Mint oF THE UNITED STaTes, 
PHILADELPHIA, June 7, 1852. § 

J. Tuompson, Esq., Bullion Broker, No. 2 Wall street, 
New York—vear Sir: A heavy pressure of business, con- 
sequent upon a large arrival of California gold, prevented 
mine from answering on Saturday your note of the fourth 
instant, Which, with the deposits therein named, were re- 
ceived on that day. The directions we are unable to com- 
ply with ; nor would your object. have been attained even 
if they had been. One hundred dollars is the minimum 
fixed by law for a separate deposit and assay; and as only 
two of your parcels of coin reached that amount, the rest 
had to be thrown together, or returned. Now, as every lot 
of coin made in California (and it would searcely be going 
too far to say every coin) varies in “intrinsic value’? with 
the gold of which it happens to be made, and the propor- 
tion of silver contained therein, an assay, such as you 
desire, would not, and could not, give the requisite inform 
ation. Under these circumstances, it was deemed most 
for your interest to make one assay of the coins and another 
of the grains. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. C. DALE, Treasurer. 

This shows that the coin, as assayed iff Cali- 
fornia, is not equal to the coin as recognized at the 
Mint. The bankers of New York, on Wall 
street, of whose operations the New York Herald 
gives the best and truest account, I rely upon. 
This comes as the true account, as I place more 
reliance, and have more confidence in the money 
articles of the Herald, than any other paper in the 
country. 

The people of California have lost, in conse- 
quence of the delay to pass the Mint bill, one mil- 
lion of dollars, and if this Mint is put in operation 
by the Administration as soon as it ought to be, 
the people of California will be saved millions of 

dollars. But as I know that an objection will 
prevent its passage, | have no hope among men 
who do not understand the condition of things in 
nty State. 

I hope the gentleman from Tennessee will recall 
his amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to state to the House 
and the gentleman from Tennessee, that before 
calling for the previous question, at the request of 
the gentleman who has just addressed us, I did 
submit this motion. At the time I, of course, 
doubted whether it was in order. I offered it pre- 
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yious to my ¢ ‘calien for the previous question, dal 
no objection was made. I am disposed to admit 
the amendment, although I shall vote against the 
bil] under existing circumstances. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’ 8 amendment 
did not form a part of the committee’s report, and 
was not, therefore, in order, except by unanimous 
consent; and the gentleman from Tennessee ob- 
jects to. its introduction. Ne 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it in order to move a re- 
muha ation to the second to the call for the pre- 
yious question, with a view to the introduction of 
the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. After the gentleman has re- 
considered all the intermediate votes of the House 
it will be in order. 

Mr. CARTTER. Dol understand the Chair 
to state this amendment was offered before the call 
for the prev ious as ? 

The SPEAKER. It was not in order to sub- 
mit the amendment: for the reason that there were 
a number of amendments already pending, which 

were reported from the Ways and Means Commit- 
tee; ahd. until they were disposed of, this amend- 
ment c¢ sould not be in order. 

Mr. CARTTER. Wasobjection interposed to 
its introduction at that time? 

The SPEAKER. It was not received in order 
at that time. The Chair sostated. Therecan be 
no question in regard to the point of order. 

The billas amended was then ordered to a third 
reading; and, being read a third time, and the 
amendments engrossed, was passed, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move thatthe rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move that 
the House do now adjourn 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE AGAIN. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of California. I rise to a 

rivileged motion. I move to reconsider the vote 
a which the House postponed the consideration 
of the Pennsylvania contested-election case to a 
day certain. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I trust that will 
not be done. I do not see the chairman or the 
members of his committee in their seats. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Were I aware of the desire ; 
of gentlemen to consider this contested-election 
case, I would not have submitted the motion to go 
into the Committee of the Whole. 1 withdraw 
my motion. 

The question was then put on the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the Pennsylvania con- 
tested-election case was postponed; and upon a di- 
vision, there were—ayes 82, noes 59. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, demanded the yeas | 
and nays; which «rere ordered. 

Mr. ALLISON, moved that the House do now || 
adjourn; which motion was agreed to. 

And the House therefore adjourned till to-mor- 
row, at twelve o’clock, m. 


made i in Jhaalianes with a atpiation of the Sen- 
ate for information whether any steps were taken 
to investigate the charges preferred by Colonel 
McClellan against the Commissioner to ruo and 
mark the boundary between the United States 
and Mexico; stating that there had been no reg- 
ular arraignment and trial of the Commissioner to 
run and mark the boundary line between the 
United States and Mexico on the charges pre- 
ferred against him vy Colonel McClellan, but that 
the Secretary of the Interior did, however, make 
such an investigation of them as to satisfy himself 
thatthey were preferred under such circumstances, 
and sustained by such testimony as not to demand 
a more formal examination. 

The report was ordered to be laid on the table 
and printed. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 19th instant for information in rela- 
tion to the construction of a canal across the pen- 
insula of Florida, transmitting a report of Colonel 
J.J. Abert, of the Bureau of Topographical En- 
gineers, in answer to the above resolution, and 
referring to public documents containing the in- 
formation called for; which was ordered to be laid 
on the table and printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Isaac D. 
Boyce, praying the payment of his claim against 
the Government of Mexico for spoliations; which 
was referred to the select committee appointed on 
the subject. 

Mr. BELL presented the petition of Charles D. 
Maxwell, praying to be allowed the difference 
between the pay of an assistant surgeon and that 
of a surgeon on board the United States ship 
Cyane, from December 22, 1845, to the 24th of 

May, 1848, during which time he performed the 
duties of surgeon; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SOULE presented the petition of Joseph 
Troskolawski, praying to be allowed additional 
compensation for surveying certain public lands; 

| which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a memorial of Daniel Collins, praying the 
payment of his claim against the Government of 
Mexico for the seizure and condemnation of the 
brig Splendid; which was referred to the select 
committee appointed on the subject of claims 
against Mexico. 

Also, a memorial of George Foster & Co., ¢ 
B. Broadwell & Co., A. F. Cochran & Co., and 
Cotchett & Chapman, praying that the duties paid 
by them on American casks, or barrels, may be 
refunded; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr, MORTON presented the petition of Colo- 
nel (Rmpsey Pittman, praying compensation for 

| military services rendered in the service of the 
United States, by order of the Governor of Flor- 
ida, in the year 1838; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of citizens 

1 of Monroe county, Michigan, representing that 
great hardship and injustice would result from 
selling the public lands in that county, according 
to the present system, and praying special pro- 
vision by law for their sale; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
| Robert Bell and others, praying a modification of 
| the late bounty land law; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of A. W. H. Paine, pray- 
ing indemnity for spoliations by the F rench prior 
to 1300; which was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Rochester, New York, praying that land may 
be granted to actual settlers in limited quantities; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of in- 
habitants of the Territory of New Mexico, pray- 
| ing protection against hostile Indians; whic i was 
| referred to the Commitee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial: of 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, ‘Ke., were presented 
under the rule, and referred tothe appropriate committees : 


3y Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois: The petition of Thomas 8S. 
Mitchell and 91 others, citizens of Saline county, Illinois, 
asking that mail route No. 4,188, from McLanesboro’, in 
Hamilton county, IHinois, to Raleigh, in Saline county, in 
said State, be extended by way of Bankston and Somerset 
post offices to Elizabethtown, Hardin county, Llinois. 

Also, thé petition of James McFarland and 92 others, 
citizens of Hardin county, [linois, on the same subject. 

By Mr. APPLETON, of Maine: The memorial of Hon. 
Albion K. Parris and others, of Portland, Maine, asking a | 
grant of land to the State of Maine, in trust, to aid in the 
construction of the European and North American Rail 
way. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Jane Hearsy, 
asking ‘‘ongress to provide for paying to her the amount 
due on Treasury bonds. 

By Mr. FLOYD: The petition of citizens of Greenport 
and Sag Harbor, New York, fora spindle on Plum Island 
reel. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespar, June 23, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Litrieton F. Morcan. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, |! 


she now receives may be continued for life; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. CLEMENS, from the Committee on Pri- 
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Mary Ann H. Ridgely, praying that the pension | 








vate Land Claims, to which was referred the pe- 
tution of Jefferson Wilson, administrator of Han- 
nah A. Wray, deceased, reported a bill for his re- 
hef; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill to improve 
the navigation of the Upper Mississippi, reported 
back the same with an amendment. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on 
Lands, to which was referred sundry 
praying for a modification of the bounty 
asked to be disc 

















































































































Public 
memorials 

land law, 
iarged from the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the Board of Edu- 
eation of the State of Michigan, a petition of the 
present and late officers of the land office at lonia, 
lowa; the memorial of D. M. Smith; the me- 
morial of the Board of Trustees of the Protestant 
University of the United at C 


States, incinnall, 


Ohio; and the memorial of the Trustees of the 
Miami University, praying grants of land for 


educational purposes; together witharesolution of . 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, in favor of an 
appropriation of public land to establish and endow 

a National Normal Agricultural College, 
to be discharged from the further 
thereof. 

On the subject of these grants of land to sepa- 
rate institutions, the honorable gentleman said, a 
report was made last year, showing that the whole 
matter had been thoroug! ily investigated; and the 
view of the committee is, that the grants for this 
purpose having always heretofore been made to 
States, and not to different institutions, they rec- 
ommend that the same course be adopted now. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH also,*from the same committee, 
to which was referred the bill to authorize pay- 
ment by the surveyor general of California forthe 
surveys which may be executed, of any claims 
which have been or may be presented to the Board 
of Land Commissioners for adjddication, under the 
act of Congress, approved the 2d Murch, 1851, to 
ascertain and settle the private land claims in the 
State of California, reported back the same with 
amendments. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which was referred a message from 
the President of the United States, wit a report 
of the Secretary of State, accompanied by a Bias 
munication from the Spanish Minister, claiming 
indemnity for Spanish subjects who sustained in- 
jury in the popular tumult av New Orleans, in Au- 
gust last, submitted a repert, accompanied by a 
jointresolution for the relief of the Spanish Consul, 
and other subjects of Spain, residing at New Or- 
leans, and of subjects of Spain residing at Key 
West, by indemnity for losses occasioned by the 
violenc e of the mob in the year 1851; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. The re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 


asked 
consideration 


CASE OF MARY WOODWARD. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which Was referred the petition of 
Mary Woodward, widow of a lieutenant in the 
revenue Service, praying a pension, s: ibmitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for her relief; which 
was read,and passed to the second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senate will permit me 
to ask the consideration of that billnow. It grants 
but a small pension, and was drawn up in strict 
conformity with the recommendation of the Aud- 
itor. The pension is asked for in consequence of 
the loss of the husband of the petitioner, by 
drowning, while engaged in the public service, in 
California. I am exceedingly anxious that it 
should be acted upon now, and J hope the unani- 
mous consent of the Senute will be given. The 
chairman of the committee knows that the bill is 
drawn up in strict conformity with the recom- 
mendation of the Auditor. 

There being no objection made, the bill was 
read a second time,and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to give authority to the Secretary of 
the Interior to place on the pension roll the name 
of Mary Woodward, widow of Lieutenant W ood- 
ward, (who was drowned in California on the 5th 
of November, 1850,) at the rate of $30 per month, 
to continue to be paid to her during her widow- 
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hood: and after her death or intermarriage, to be 
paid to her children, until they arrive at the age of 


act of J]th \ugust, 1848. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
that bill, but | would like to have something like 
uniformity in matters of this kind. This, how- 


= 


ever, is a bill which [ think goes a little further | 


than anything which has ever come before the 
Senate. 
Mr. GWIN. 


be good enough 


Will 
to state in what respect this bill 
is different from anything that has ever come be- 
fore the Senate? 

Mr. SHIELDS. It gives a pension of 930 per 
month to the widow of a revenue officer, during 


her widowhood; and then gives it to her children, 


after her marriage, until they are sixteen years of | 


Lam guite willing that we should have a 
general law embracing similar cases. I see great 
difficulty in legislating upon these particular cases. 
This goes further than anything that has yet 
come before the Senate, so far as my experience 
goes. It is well ‘known that I never make any 
obje tion to sul 


uve, 





» ‘ | 
yjects of this kind, unless I have | 


. . | 
reason to fear that other equally meritorious cases | 


If we go too far I fear 
there may reaction. "That is what I dread. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. The Committee on 
Pensions have already, I think, reported a bill, 
or, at all events, have instructed the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Geyer] to report a general bill 
giving pensions for life to the widows, as long as 
they remain such, and to their children, if they 
marry again, of those who lost their lives in the 
service of their country. That bill, [ believe, will 
not authorize the payment of a pension to the 
widow of an officer in the revenue service, and 
hence it is, that we report a special bill in this 
case. There is no objection, in the mind of the 
committee, as to the propriety of giving the pen- 
sion, and I hope the bill will be passed now. 

Mr. GWIN. This bill is for a particular claim 
which has been recommended by the Auditor, and 
itis drawn up inexact accordance with his recom- 
mendation. It framed in his office. He 
anys itis a meritorious claim, and ought to be 
pad. {Ihave here his letter; and the bill, as I 
have said, has been drawn up in exact accordance 
with it, and has reference to the law of 1848. 
The Senator from Hlinois is altogether mistaken 
in saying that there is anything new in the mat- 


may be injured thereby. 


nea 


was 


|| or intermarriage, to be paid to her 


ter, because the Auditor refers to the law, and the | 


bill has been drawn up so asto make it come 
within the purviews of tt. 

Mr. SHIELDS. My only objection to the bill 
ia on the ground which Ihave stated. It provides 
for giving a pension to the widow of an officer for 
life. Am I correct in that? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir, it provides for giving it 


to her until her marriage. Itis in exact accord- 


ance with the act of 1848, giving pensions to the | : 
|| tee on Pensions, and it was a very severe case, of 


widows of other officers of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
Army or Navy. the widows should be put on the 
same footing. If we pass a special bill, to give a 


the Senator from Illinois | 


} it. 


HE CONG 


I do not want to object to || 





system, it should embrace the officers of the Army 


I move to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. GWIN. IL hope the Senator will withdraw 
that motion, for he evidently does not understand 
the bill; and I want the Senate to understand it | 
before acting on the motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I withdraw it. 

Mr.GWIN. ‘The Senator mistakes the tenor 
of the bill. I have here the letter of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, in regard to the case on which 
this billis founded, which I will read to the Senate: 

Pension Orrice, June 21, 1852. 

Sin: The petition of Mary Woodward, widow of the 
late Lieutenant Kirby J. Woodward, of the United States 
revenue service, referred by you to this office, for “‘ any in- 
formation or snggestions ’’ which I may deem proper to com- 
municate, and the papers accompanying the same, came 
duly to hand; in answer to which | have to state, that al 
though her claim is not of a character, or supported by evi- 
dence such as to justify the Commissioner of Pensions in 
the allowance of a pension, yet it appears to be a meritori 
ous Case, and, as such, should, in my opinion, be allowed 
by Congress. 

The only alteration that I would suggest, as proper to 
be made in the bill, (a copy of which I have before me,) is, 
that the compensation be at the rate of 330 per month, which 
is the pension now allowed by law to the widow of a lieu 
tenant commanding in the United States Navy, and to be 
continued to her during her widowhood, and alter her death, 
children until they re 
spectively arrive at sixtcen years of age, agreeably to the 
provisions of the act of 11th of August, 1848. 

The petition and papers forwarded by you to this office 
are herewith returned. 

J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, J. E. HEATH, Commissioner of Pensions. 

Hon. Geo. W. Jones, 


Chairman Committee on Pensions, U. S. Senate. 


Mr. DAVIS. This bill was reported from the 
Committee on Pensions. Is that committee aware 
that the revenue service does not belong to the 
military department? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. It belongs to the civil depart- 
ment of the Government. It will bethe introduc- 
tion very clearly of a new principle to undertake 
to pension the civil department of the Government. 
I think that should be pretty well considered be- 
fore we adopt the principle. 

Mr. HALE. There has been—either last Con- 
gress or this, [am not certain which—a departure, 
and but a single departure from the exception sug- 
gested by the Senator from Massachusetts; and if 
this case comes up to that, I am willing to go for 
That was this: where an officer of the revenue 
service, during the late war with Mexico, was or- 


| dered into the naval service, and,lost his life while 


doing duty under the orders of naval officers, and 


| constituting a part of the war arm of the service. 


a pension 


widow a pension for life in this particular case, || 


her case? 
this thing for some time, and have expected that 
the Committee on Pensions would take into con- 


why not in every ot 


Ll have thought of | 


sideration the whole subject, and let us pass some | : 
|| gave a pension, the part of the revenue service to 
. . | 

ready stuted that I think minors, In certain cases, 


veneral bill embracing all these cases. I! have al- 


should receive pensions, and so should the 


widows: but here is acase where the widow is to 
he 
children, after her death, are to be pensioned until 
ive at the age of sixteen. If we establish 
this as a precedent, why not apply it to all cases? 
[f it be just in one case, it is just in another; and 
all I ask is; that we should have some general 
principle, by which we might understand what we 
are doing. | would therefore suggest to the friends 
of the bill, either to let it lie over for the present, 


they arr 


pensioned for life; and, as I] understand, the | 


or, as the chairman of the Committee on Pensions | 


states that there is 
embracing the same principle 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. But not applying to 
this case. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Why isit not made to apply 
to allsuch cases? I shall take occasion, then, to 
endeavor to amend the bill, and make it apply to 
all such cases; becausé, if we go into the general 





a general bill before the Senate, | 


| 
| 


| 


| has never gone. 


In that case, we gave a pension; and | think it 
was to the widow of a Massachusetts officer, a 
Mrs. Wright. But further than that, Congress 
There was a case pres@®nied a 
Congress or two since by a Senator from Maine, 
when I had the honor of being upon the Commit- 


} a man who was very badly mangled while in the 
I hold that whether in the 


civil service of the United States blasting rocks, I 
think, for a fortification. Congress there refused | 
And they refused to pension the 
widow Wright, until new proof was adduced by 
which it appeared that that portion of the revenue 
service in which he was engaged, was actually or- 
dered into the naval service of the United States. 
When they learned that, and not till then, they 


which he was attached being actually, and in fact, 
at the time, a part of the naval service. If this 
case comes within thatexception, I will be willing 
to go for the bill. If it does not, I think it will 
be establishing a dangerous precedent. 

Mr. GWIN. In answer to that statement— | 
the report of the committee not having. been 
printed—I will state the circumstances under | 
which this gentleman lost his life. He was on a 
surveying expedition—the coast survey had not 


|| then extended to that portion of California; he 


was engaged in surveying the Trinidad Bay, in 
order to prevent smuggling. He was performing 
a service which should have been performed by | 
the officers of the Navy, if provision had been 

made for their performing it. The collector of 
the port of San Francisco ordered a revenue cutter 
to Trinidad Bay, to ascertain if smuggling vessels | 
could enter, or were entering there; and while | 


and of the Navy, and of the revenue service, and |! 
sixteen years, according to the provisions of the |) all. 
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They knew there was 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
smuggling going on there. 


Mr.GWIN. Yes, they knew it, and the cutter 
was sent for the purpose of preventing it and 
while in the performance of the service the office 
was drowned. A more meritorious c , 
presented to Congress. 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not think the statement of 
the Senator from California varies the question 
This is strictly the civil service, and the question 
arises whether you should pension men who meet 
with misfortune in the civil service of the country 
There is now pending here, I believe, in the form 
of a bill, the question whether you shall pension 
a pilot who piloted one of the ships-of-war, and 
received some injury when doing it. How does 
it differ from the injury received in the erection of 
the extension of this Capitol? The officer for the 
pension of whose widow this bill provides was in 
the revenue service, clearly; nothing else. They 
were surveying for revenue purposes, and do you 
mean to adopt the principle that if any man re- 
ceives an injury in the coast survey he is to be 
pensioned? I am disposed to be as liberal as any 
man in granting pensions, but I like to see the 
limits to it. It seems to me the passage of the 
bill will be adopting a principle that ought to be 
well considered before we agree to it. 

Mr. GWIN. We have already adopted the 
principle of pensioning the widows of persons lost 
in the coast survey. For instance, the case of the 
loss ofthe Washington, a bill for which hasalready 
passed the Senate. ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS. They were naval officers, 

Mr. GWIN. They were naval officers in the 
coast survey. Suppose that the coast survey had 
been engaged in exploring the Trinidad Bay, and 
one of its officers had been lost, as Lieutenant 
Woodward was, would he not have been pen- 
sioned? That is the question. This service not 
having been performed by the coast survey, and 
it being indispensable to preserve the revenue that 
it should be performed, and this officer having been 
ordered to perform it, and while performing it 
having lost his life, it seems to me there can be no 
doubt about the merit of the claim. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am opposed to this 
bill, because it does introduce, as I conceive, a new 
principle, and it will be made the precedent fora 
general bill or a great deal of special individual 
legislation in other cases like this. We have had 
the question in various shapes before us in refer- 
ence to granting pensions and making provisions 
for those injured in the civil service and employ- 
ment of the Government of the United States, and 
have always refused to do it. I rise for the pur- 
pose of illustrating, by giving one or two cases 
which have come under my observation during 
my service in Congress. We had a case from 
North Carolina of an individual employed in man- 
ufacturing cartridges, or something like that, for 








ase WAS Never 


| the Government of the United States, in reference 


to the military arm of the service. Hewasblownall 
to pieces; but not belonging to the Army, not be- 
ing attached to it as a soldier, no compensation 
could be allowed, and he was put upon the footing 
of other laborers. We have had several cases 
where individuals have fallen in the erection of 
public buildings.in this city. They were mechanics 
in the service and employment of the Government. 
They had their limbs broken; some, perhaps, were 
disabled for life. ‘They wanted to get on the pen- 
sion list; but Congress heretofore has always re- 
fused to make any provision forthem. They were 
put upon the footing of employees of individuals 
in building and erecting houses. We havea build- 
ing north and south of us upon which hundreds of 
laborers are now employed, and, in all probability, 


| before it is finished there may be a number of ac- 


engaged in that service Lieutenant Woodward || 


was drowned. 


cidents, some of which may deprive persons of 
life, and maim others for life. In this particular 
case, an officer of the revenue service lost his life. 
Is he more meritorious than those who may, in the 
progress of this building, lose their lives or have 
their limbs fractured? I am one of those who 
think that the pension system in all conscience has 
been carried far enoughalready. I have looked at 


it, and opposed the extension of it, but have met 
with so little support that I became almost too dis- 
|| couraged to open my mouth against any proposi- 
tion made to pension any individual; but we have 
gone so far already that it seems to me to indicate 
the spirit of putting one half of the community 
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